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August 27 – Pentecost +12 

 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1:8-2:10 

Romans 12:1-8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16:13-20 

 

It’s a much different situation in Egypt in today’s reading from our reading last week. 

Last week we saw Joseph reunite and reconcile with his brothers. Pharaoh gives land to Joseph’s 

brothers and tells them to settle in Goshen, along with their families including their father Jacob 

who is still alive. But as the years pass, and as our reading tells us today, a new pharaoh comes to 

rule who did not know Joseph, and opposes what was done, taking from them rather than giving, 

oppressing, and even giving orders to execute male children. And many of us know what 

happens next. Pharaoh’s daughter finds a Jewish child in a basket, and goes on raise him as her 

own, naming him Moses. One pharaoh honoured Joseph and his people, another began to 

oppress them, and a descendant pays for it in the future once Moses grows older and leads Israel 

out of Egypt. In a very general sense, we can see the importance of time and reflecting upon 

events. How honouring the past can impact the present, but also looking ahead to plan for the 

future.  

In a simple, but meaningful, way we do this when we celebrate communion. When we 

have our prayers – honouring the past, how God has been faithful to humanity throughout time, 

recognizing God’s presence in the here and now, and praying for God’s guidance in our future. 

The importance of reflection and time are important, yet unpronounced, seemingly silent. They 

are ever around us, but easy to miss. Today I want us to look at our readings, and think about our 

past, present, and future.  

At first glance our readings might not seem to stand out to us. The oppression of the 

Israelites and birth of Moses, Paul’s writing on spiritual gifts, and the declaration that Jesus is the 

Messiah. If you think about it, that’s about as basic as it gets for a group of lectionary readings. 

So how do we make something new out of something old? Well let’s look, and reflect, on our 

past first.  

One commentary says: how we identify Jesus will impact the way we interact with one 

another and with the earth.1 Some people identify Jesus only as just a historical person, who 

lived in the first century in the Common Era; others, as a religious teacher, perhaps some as a 

prophet. And some of us identify Jesus as the Son of God, the Messiah, the one who was 

prophesied to redeem Israel, and still lives today. For many of us that’s why we’re here, because 

we “believe in Jesus” that He was God in the flesh, lived and died as one of us, was resurrected 

and is now in heaven. Well the early disciples didn’t know what was going to happen. And it 

                                                           
1 Mitzi J. Smith, http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3361 
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seems, with the exception of Peter, that none of them knew what to think of Jesus. Many people 

think of Jesus as a prophet, but none of them make any personal confessions or proclamations 

about Jesus aside from Peter.  

I think it’s safe to say that eventually, at some point, the disciples came to the conclusion 

that Jesus is in fact the Son of God. Even if some of them, including Peter, didn’t really 

understand what that meant or how it would be different from conventional understanding. I 

wonder if we could look back, and reflect, at the same question posed to the disciples, “But who 

do you say that I am?” 

Did we always say that Jesus is the Son of God? Was there some difficult discerning and 

questioning taking place? Did Jesus really die and come back to life? Is it a metaphor? Is it 

possible that He isn’t who He claimed to be? Inasmuch as many of us have been attending 

worship services for years and years, maybe we haven’t all made the proclamation that Jesus is 

the Son of God.  

If you haven’t come to that point that’s okay – we’re here journeying together, always 

learning and discovering who God is, how God’s speaking to us, and participating in the world. 

But if we have come to that point and said you know what, I’ve looked at the evidence, I’ve 

searched my heart and my mind and I know that Jesus is the Son of God, then what do we do 

about it?  

Well I’m glad you asked because the Apostle Paul tells us. If we reflect on the past, or the 

present for some of us, trying to think about when it was or is that we identify Jesus the way we 

do, then this reflection should impact the way we interact with one another. Because anyone can 

just say that Jesus is the Son of God, even demons did that.2 Jesus rebuked them and would not 

allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Messiah. What’s of even more 

importance than saying or knowing who Jesus is, is what you do with that knowledge.  

And this is where our reading from Romans comes in. Paul appeals, begs, fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ, by the mercy of God, to present themselves as a living sacrifice or offering, 

holy, and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship. Let’s take a second to unpack that. 

We as believers, because God is merciful toward us and forgives us even when we don’t deserve 

it, we should be inspired and motivated to give ourselves to God! Because God doesn’t want 

animals killed to be appeased, God doesn’t desire money, God wants us, living as an offering for 

Him. That’s our spiritual worship. I think we can agree that’s very different from what we’re 

used to, from our traditional experience of worship and discipleship. We tend to offer our money, 

and maybe a little bit more, but not our bodies as living sacrifices. Perhaps this is why Paul goes 

on to say: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” This is true for us today as it was for Romans in the first century. The world tells us that 

our offering is our envelope, and a good deed here and there. But if we were transformed by the 

renewing of our minds to discern what is the will of God, do you think what we are doing is 

acceptable and perfect?  

I couldn’t find the exact quotation I was looking for but it goes something along the lines 

of this: the natural response of being on the receiving end of extraordinary generosity is 

                                                           
2 Luke 4:41 
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generosity toward others.3 God has been, and continues to be, extraordinarily generous towards 

us and once we realize this, our natural response should be generosity toward others. I’m not sure 

if we’ve forgotten how generous God is towards us, if we’re not sure how to be generous in 

return, if we’re stingy, or just altogether indifferent.  

Let’s take a moment to reflect on the Catholic Church’s past. God created the world, and 

created humans, and wanted to be in relationship with us. Even when we sinned, God continued 

to be faithful towards us. From Adam and Eve, to Abraham and Sarah, calling humans into a 

special relationship. Through Israel God revealed His commandments, His principles of justice, 

kindness, humility. After all of that, sending prophet after prophet, God sent Himself into this 

world, in the form of a vulnerable baby, Jesus – the Son of Man, the Son of God, God with us. 

Jesus was in every way human, yet sinless, and divine. Jesus taught us how to love God, and how 

to love each other, even dying to demonstrate the fullness of His love, offering His body as a 

living sacrifice. Yet death does not have the final word. God was faithful to His promises, raised 

Jesus from the grave and showed that life and love are more powerful than death and fear. That’s  

profound, that’s awesome in the true meaning of the word. And as if that wasn’t enough, God 

lavishes His love and grace upon us, forgiving us of our faults and giving us a way to be 

connected with Him. When it was time for Jesus to leave the world, the Holy Spirit came and 

remains with us, moving, leading, prompting, where the Spirit wills.  

That’s an overview of God’s generosity. How do we respond? How can you respond? 

Not possibly by trying to match them. So maybe we’re not sure how to be generous? Or maybe 

we’ve taken God’s mercy and grace for granted…we were brought up thinking that forgiveness 

is just a prayer away and doesn’t require contrition, or forgiveness from individuals. Or perhaps 

we don’t care to be generous at all – “I’m here to do my thing and that’s all I’m concerned 

about.” “As long as I pay for my service, by putting in my offering, I expect to get what I pay 

for.” Do not be conformed to this consumerist world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God. All God wants from us is us. 

Buildings and money might help mission, but at the center of everything of our hearts. God isn’t 

asking for anything that we cannot give Him, but it’s up to us whether we give our hearts or not, 

whether we present ourselves as living offerings.  

How do you respond to that gift? To those gifts? Of unconditional love, of forgiveness, of 

a promise of eternal life, of God’s presence with us? With our hearts and our gifts. In response to 

God’s profound love and generosity, the Apostle Paul asks for our hearts and spiritual gifts. How 

are we using our gifts? What does it mean for our future as individual Christians, as well as a 

faith community? 

Let’s honouring the past, but not be stuck there. Let’s honestly, maybe critically, reflect 

for the present, so that we can genuinely plan for the future, transformed by the renewing of our 

minds, so that we know what God’s will is for us. We’re 2/3rds of the way through 2017…where 

have we been, where are we now, what does the future look like? If we truly believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, if we believe that Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, we need to use 

our spiritual gifts to love God and love our neighbours. Amen. 

                                                           
3 http://www.buckner.org/blog/faith-focus-generosity-begets-generosity/ 


