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July 30 – Pentecost +8 

Romans 8:26-39 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8:26-39  

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A31-33%2C+44-

52&version=NRSV  

We’ve probably heard these parables before. I’m guessing this isn’t the first time that 

you’ve heard “the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.” 

While most of us grew up reading, or being told, that the parable of the mustard seed is 

somewhat simplistically – “big things often have small beginnings” – the overlooked or 

forgotten fact is that mustard was a weed, uncontrollable, invasive, undesirable.1 Also, much 

different from our cultural associations today, leaven in the biblical world was a sign of impurity, 

and kneading it into the flour would have ruined the loaves.2 Rushing out to buy a field because 

you know it’s worth far more than the seller is aware, while perhaps shrewd, could also be 

considered dishonest.3 So when Jesus is saying these parables, listeners would not just have been 

puzzled or caused to wonder, but would probably be shocked and confused as well.  

Very few, if any, people around the buyer of the one pearl would likely have understood 

his actions or be able to explain them to others. But this series of provocative parables suggests 

that the Gospel of God’s coming kingdom is threatening before it is comforting, because it 

invites no half measures. Once the mustard seed is planted it grows uncontrollably, once a bit of 

yeast is added to the flour there’s no going back.4  

The Gospel makes a claim on our whole life, not just a part of it. It invades our whole 

world and reality and can’t be contained or confined only to our spiritual, Sunday selves.5 

Hopefully when we’ve accepted the Gospel it taints the reality we’ve grown to accept, and 

challenges the views we’ve lived by, and again and again calls into question assumptions that 

have guided much of our lives in the world – monthly banking fees for those with less than a 

certain $ amount in their account; exorbitant rates for payday loans; refugees paying back travel 

expenses) 

In an effort to get us to really take hold of this idea, I’m going to invite you – not force – 

but invite you to physically get up and go over to someone on the other side of the aisle and tell 

them how the kingdom of heaven has shaped your life. Instead of listening to someone else give 

their testimony from the front I want you to share your faith with someone. If we can’t do it here 

in a loving environment, it’s going to be awfully harder to tell a stranger about how the kingdom 

of heaven is like a mustard seed, or yeast, or a really special pearl.  

                                                           
1 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/07/pentecost-8-a-parabolic-promises/ 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
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But before you do that, just remember some key lines from what Paul wrote. Likewise 

the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray – maybe we could say speak 

– as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 

So take a few minutes, I’d rather you didn’t share with the person right beside you, but try to go 

across the aisle and just take 3-4 minutes each and then switch.  

 

Nothing will separate us from God’s love. But we still need to be active – someone had to take 

the mustard seed and plant it; the woman had to mix the yeast with the flour; someone had to find 

the treasure and sell everything to buy the field; or cast a fishing net. There’s action. Things 

don’t just happen on their own. The mustard seed doesn’t plant itself, it requires us to do 

something, to get our hands dirty, to take a chance.  

Yeast – just a little bit goes a long way; Faith – just a little bit goes a long way, but once it’s 

there it changes everything, forever.  


