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July 23 – Pentecost +7 

Genesis 28:10-19 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28:10-19  

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A24-30%2C+36-

43&version=NRSV  

Our first reading is about Jacob’s dream. We haven’t focused on the passages from 

Genesis in the last few weeks, so I’ll give a brief a recap of the previous chapters. Abraham and 

Sarah are promised a son in their old age and Isaac is born. Isaac gets older and Abraham doesn’t 

have to sacrifice him, but after Sarah dies and Abraham is even older, he wants Isaac to have a 

wife. Abraham’s servant goes looking for a bride, and asks God to give him a sign so that he’ll 

know who to pick, and in Genesis 24 we see that Rebekah is chosen for Isaac. They have 

children – twins actually – Esau and Jacob. Esau becomes a skilled hunter, a man of the field, 

and Jacob is described as being a peaceful man, living in tents. Isaac loved the older son Esau, 

and Rebekah loved the younger son Jacob. Now things get interesting when one day after Esau 

comes home from being in the field he is famished and he begs his brother Jacob for food. Jacob 

obliges but only after Esau has agreed to give him his birthright in exchange. So Esau, the oldest, 

the firstborn who was to inherit to lion’s share of the inheritance, despises his birthright. You 

might remember what happens next. Isaac is old and his vision poor, so he is prepared to give his 

blessing to his son before he dies, but Jacob tricks Isaac into thinking that he is Esau and receives 

the blessing meant for his brother. Jacob lies and deceives his father, with the help of his mother 

but no matter, and when Esau prepares a dish for Isaac they realize what has happened. Isaac and 

Esau are heartbroken, one looking for a blessing, the other hoping he had one to give. Esau’s 

only consolation is plotting a way to kill his brother Jacob, so Jacob flees home but not before 

his father Isaac instructs him where to find a future wife. So Jacob leaves Beersheba and heads in 

the direction of Haran, which is over 5000 km away.  

Now Jacob’s on the run, fleeing from his angry brother, also kind of looking for a wife 

and after a long day of walking his stops for the night, picks out a stone for a pillow and goes to 

sleep. While asleep Jacob dreams of a ladder reaching up from earth to heaven with angels going 

up and coming down on it. And suddenly the Lord God Himself is standing beside Jacob. Until 

now there’s no account of Jacob having a direct relationship with God. If anything it seems like 

Jacob was trying to serve the God of his fathers, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac. But 

now God speaks to Jacob directly and gives Jacob a promise as well, a blessing, of land and 

offspring. And there is that familiar, comforting promise, “Know that I am with you and will 

keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I 

have done what I have promised you.” 

It’s incredible. Jacob is on the run, I would imagine he’s worried about his survival in the 

wilderness (having enough food, being protected from wild animals or suspicious people), tired 

from journeying, miserable about leaving his family….similar to Hagar who we read about a few 

weeks ago; she was banished by Sarah along with her son Ishmael. And when she thinks her 

son’s death is near, God meets her and says “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid.” And 

God provides water and a future. Here we see Jacob this time, alone, tired, weak, dejected, and 

God provides hope, a blessing, a promise of safety, security, and wealth.  
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After Jacob wakes up he says, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 

And we’re told that he was afraid – maybe more mystified –, and says, “How awesome is this 

place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” And he takes the 

stone he was sleeping on and sets it up as a pillar, as a monument, pouring oil on it and giving it 

the name of Bethel, which means House of God. Jacob is changed overnight as it would seem. 

Now, if we were to borrow imagery from our gospel reading, the good seed and the 

weeds, what would we say about Jacob? Was Jacob a “bad seed”? What about Esau?  

In our gospel reading Jesus describes uses a parable to describe two kinds of people, note 

that this doesn’t mean there are only two kinds of people. A sower sows good seed to yield 

wheat, while an enemy sows weeds when everyone is sleeping. The workers ask if they should 

take the weeds out right away but the master says to wait because doing so would uproot the 

wheat as well. At harvest time they will be separated. 

There’s the temptation, once again, to conveniently separate people into two groups, 

wheat and weeds, children of the kingdom and children of the evil one, us and them, division and 

conflict, the same theme as 4 weeks ago. It seems so easy given Jesus’ explanation of the parable 

to say that nonbelievers will be thrown into a furnace of fire, and separated from God while 

believers shine like the sun. But I wonder how if there’s more to it than that.  

If we were to look at the parable alongside of the Genesis reading what would we say 

about Jacob and Esau? Was Jacob a bad seed? Was Esau a good seed; after all, Esau wasn’t the 

one practicing lying and deceit. Are we comfortable calling Jacob a child of the kingdom or a 

child of the evil one? Should we be comfortable classifying anyone as anything?  

At first glance Jacob doesn’t really seem like the obvious choice to be blessed by God, to 

continue in the covenant established between God and Abraham, then Isaac, now Jacob. Would 

you rather make a deal with a deceitful liar, or a short-sighted hunter willing to give everything 

away for a meal?  

I think it’s difficult to make a decision based on those descriptions, but sometimes that’s 

exactly what we do. We look at individuals based on a moment, or a few moments in their lives 

rather than the whole picture. We’re quick to call someone a bad seed, or condemn them. 

Fortunately, however, God does look at the big picture, and we’re not in charge of making 

decisions or judging.  

I spent most of this past week at Camp Medley, temporarily filling in at my old job as the 

Assistant Director. There were about 90 kids ages 7-11 and believe me there was no shortage of 

opportunities to see the best and the worst of children. From well-behaved treasures to 

problematic menaces. If I was to judge some of these children based on seeing them for 6 days or 

less, I could tell you there were some bad seeds there. But just as the master in the parable says 

to wait and let the weeds grow alongside of the wheat, I wonder if we’re not called to do the 

same thing. Not because a weed might become wheat, but because the servants aren’t trained to 

know the difference….and neither are we. We don’t know which seeds are good or bad. If we 

were to prematurely uproot some people we think of as bad, before they have fully developed, 

we can end up doing more harm than good. How many times have we heard of people leaving 

the church because of the way they were treated or someone they knew? You might as well have 

plucked them up prematurely, doing more harm than good.  
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As Christians we are not called to judge or to carry out our agendas. We are called to love 

and do God’s will. Sometimes we’re surprised at the people God chooses to use, even someone 

like Jacob, but it’s not for us to critique those God has placed in His service, our task is to serve 

our master, not our own desires. This isn’t an easy thing to do, but it is the only fruitful way 

forward. Once we do, however, give up our desires, and our judgements, we might, we just 

might, have the opportunity that Jacob had, to envision God standing beside us, and realizing 

surely God is with us, in this place, even though we did not know it.  

 


