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July 16th – Pentecost +6 

Romans 8:1-11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8:1-11  

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13:1-23  

 

Imagine if our world was drastically different all of a sudden. Imagine, for example, that 

you didn’t have to pay for things. There was no property tax, you didn’t get bills in the mail from 

your tv or phone provider; you didn’t have to pay for groceries. Imagine that you could have any 

kind of car you want, and didn’t have to worry about the price tag, or how much it cost to fill up, 

maybe it doesn’t even run on gas at all. Can you imagine such a world? It might be nice, but it’s 

also very hard to think that there’s no catch. We’re so used to the idea of using money to buy 

things, or pay for services, that it’s hard to imagine a world where we are not using money, or 

where money does not even exist. It would seem absurd, maybe unbelievable.  

But try to imagine this world for a few moments. Imagine that money has been used for 

thousands of years, but now it is no longer necessary. Can you picture it? Okay. Now consider 

that many people have been used to this idea of sin existing for thousands of years and all of a 

sudden, it’s gone. That would be hard to believe too, wouldn’t it? But this is what Paul is trying 

to convey to people in Rome. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin 

and of death.” Christ’s death and resurrection has created a new reality. The way things used to 

be have changed. All of the many laws that were a burden to people, the unattainable level of 

perfection, the constant sacrificing, all of this has changed through Jesus. Paul is explaining how 

Jesus creates a new reality, how we have life in Christ, how the Spirit of God dwells in us, 

freeing us from our sinful lives and providing us with a better way. 

In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul puts it this way, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” Hopefully it’s 

becoming clear just how profound this is, how radical this new reality is from the way things 

used to be. You are no longer guilty for the sins that you used to have to make up for; instead, 

now, Jesus has paid it all, it’s over, your sin is taken away from you, and there is life rather than 

death through the Spirit.  

“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.” 

That might sound a bit wordy, but the general idea is that if God’s Spirit lives in us, just 

as God raised Jesus from the dead, God will raise us up as well. So if that sounds well and good 

I’ll go in a different direction. Keep in mind this new reality, this radical change of Jesus taking 

away our sins, through the Spirit.  

Paul is still urging the faith community to do something. If you were to flip back a few 

chapters, in Romans 6 it says, “Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no 

means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried 
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with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  

In baptism we are deciding not to focus on worldly things, the flesh as Paul calls it, but 

are choosing to follow Jesus, to live in the Spirit, and love God. We are dying to our selves, to 

our ways, to our wants, to our goals, and saying God Your way, Your will, Your purpose. The 

life-giving new reality that Paul is describing is only possible when we choose God, when we set 

our minds on the Spirit, not worldly things. 

I’m going to try to compare this idea of flesh and the spirit with something, and bear with 

me, because this might not be the best way to describe the duality. How many of you have a car 

worth more than your home? Or if someone was to offer you $35 000 for one item, and $350 000 

for the other, you’d probably assign less money to the car and more to the home. Tell me why.  

 The car might represent the flesh, the world, and the home might represent the spirit; 

seemingly more temporary than more permanent 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. It’s 

hard to really let that sink in. We live many years after Jesus and Paul, we never offered 

sacrifices for sins, because we were probably told that Jesus takes our sins away. Many of us 

were baptised as infants before we even knew how to say “worldly”, before we understood that 

baptism is dying to self and living in the Spirit. Now the wider culture denies the existence of 

sin, and is less enthusiastic about baptism.  

What changed? Lots has changed but the message is still the same. The word of God is the 

same today as it was many, many years ago. Perhaps one thing that has changed is the soil. If 

God represents the sower in the parable, He is casting His seed, His word, allll over the place – 

on pathways, rocky ground, among thorns, and even good soil. If we compared the gospel 

reading with the earlier one from Romans, we could say that setting your mind on the flesh is 

like the seed that was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on 

good soil, setting one’s mind on the Spirit, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 

thirty." 

Before I end I want to impress upon you the importance of the soil, not the fruit. It’s not 

about how much fruit is produced. It’s about the way in which God’s Word has taken hold in 

you. This is not a competition about who hears God’s Word better. It’s about what the hearing 

creates in you.1 

What does hearing the words of the kingdom create in you? I want us to think about that 

question this week. What does hearing God’s word, either the passages from today, or the Bible 

in general, what does hearing God’s word create in us? 

I’ll tell you my answer but you can’t copy it. I was flipping through some books at the 

Lighthouse bookstore in Fredericton, and came across a quotation that was something along the 

lines of: “it’s not that Christians love God too much, but that they love people too little.” 

                                                           
1  http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=3282 
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Inasmuch as we believe that Jesus created a new reality, taking away our sin, inasmuch as we try 

to live by the Spirit rather than the world, I think some of us are called to do more…some of us 

are called to till the ground, prepare the soil.  

It’s important to understand that new reality created through Jesus. It is important to choose 

the Spirit, the eternal, over the world, and that which is temporary. God lavishes His grace 

among us, forgiving our sins, scattering His word all over the world. But for the seed to grow, to 

become what it is meant to become, the soil must be good. When I read God’s Word I wonder 

how we can respond. Is our soil good? Are we willing to get our hands dirty to improve the soil 

of others, or do we say let the seed grow where it will and too bad if it doesn’t grow more? We 

can’t prevent trouble from happening, we probably can’t make people stop chasing wealth and 

possessions, but I wonder about those who hear the word of the kingdom and do not understand 

it – maybe that even describes some of us. But before the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart, is there anything we could do to help others or ourselves better 

understand God’s word, God’s love? And if you’re thinking we could teach them, but they 

wouldn’t come, how about we go out and we love them, because God loves us and calls us to 

love others?  


