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July 9th – Pentecost +5 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11:16-30  

 

This week we’ll be continuing our theme of the month by having different individuals 

share their faith stories, but before our speaker shares with us today I’ll just share a few words 

based on our readings today.  

If there’s a phrase or two that I think sums up the reading from Matthew it would be: God 

is a surprise, and God works in surprising ways. Or perhaps another way of conveying a similar 

idea would be to say that God does not fit our molds, and God shows up in places that we do not 

expect.  

Maybe we’ve heard this before, and perhaps these words do not have the same ring to 

them, or have lost a bit of their weight over time, but they are still important to remember. And 

this isn’t a new idea…it’s actually thousands of years old.  

The children of Israel were waiting for a Messiah, expecting him to be a certain way, to 

fit a specific paradigm. And we can tell that Jesus didn’t fit their expectations when we look at 

the gospel reading. “It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We 

played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’” There’s the 

expectation that one action will result in a specific reaction.  

But as much as we strive for control, predictability, and certainty, God doesn’t operate on 

our terms. The people expected prophets to be a certain way, but John the Baptist was much 

different than their expectations. It was clear that God was with him, so much so that he was 

asked if he was the messiah, and was compared to Elijah. But John ate locusts and wild honey, 

he didn’t fit the mold that people expected, and so they apparently said, ‘He has a demon.’ But 

when we see how Jesus is eating and drinking, the pendulum has gone so far the other way. 

When Jesus eats, He isn’t having simple meals, He’s wining and dining with wealthy tax 

collectors and sinners. So the people again say, this can’t be the messiah or a man of God, he 

doesn’t fit our expectations, he is a glutton and a drunkard. John eats too little and doesn’t drink, 

Jesus eats and drinks too much for the people’s liking and expectations.  

Today we can criticize the Israelites for judging Jesus or John based on how much or how 

little they ate and drank, but I wonder if we still try to put God in our own molds and try to make 

God fit conveniently with our expectations. If we think that we can truly understand the nature of 

God or how God works.  

Jesus bemoans the cities where He performed signs and miracles, because they still did 

not have a change of heart or repent. Jesus says that if other cities, even predominantly non-

Jewish ones like Tyre and Sidon, even if they had seen the deeds of power that Jesus did in 

Jewish cities like Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, even they would have changed their 

ways. These cities should have been able to tell who Jesus was based on His actions, but perhaps 

because of their expectations of what the messiah would be like, how he would act, what he 

would do, because they thought they knew exactly what God is like, they failed to recognize 

when God was in their midst. Again, I wonder if the more and more we learn about God, the 
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more and more we think we can pin down God’s nature, or think that we can figure out where 

the Spirit is going next. Because if we do, just like the Israelites, we’ll find out that God’s ways 

are much different than our ways. God does not fit our molds, and God shows up in places that 

we do not expect. 

I think one of the best examples of this is taking place right now. There are many people, 

not necessarily people from this parish, but there are many people who think God is more likely 

to be found in traditional settings rather than in a place like camp. And up until just a few years 

ago I would be one of them. As a theological student I expected God to be revealed in Scripture, 

through study and reasoning. And then one week, as part of a summer job, when I was traveling 

and working with many different church communities, I joined one of my supervisors for the 

commissioning service of camp and the staff. It was at an outdoor chapel, we were surrounded 

by trees, the lake was not far off, and I could feel the sacredness of the space. And after some 

tweaking I served as chaplain for a week. 

And it’s so fitting, to me, that the last next lines in our reading are when Jesus says: “I 

thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 

and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants.” 

There I was at 26 years of age, thinking that I knew so much as a seminary student, all 

the while oblivious to the impact that camp could have. I used to think camp was just an 

unpleasant time away from the comfort of my bedroom, where the food would be different, you 

just played games, and there wasn’t really anything I was missing out on. But once I witnessed, 

or rather, experienced camp, the love, the community, the friendships, I couldn’t help but realize 

I had been completely wrong about camp and God being revealed exclusively in scripture rather 

than in camp.  

Sometimes we think, as the Israelites did, that God only acts in certain ways, but we will 

often be surprised where, when, and how God actually does show up – not where we expect, but 

where God chooses.  

The really exciting part is not trying to track where God is or will be, but realizing that 

God does appear, taking our yoke, burden, weight because God is gentle and humble in heart, 

giving rest for our souls.  


