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Last week’s reading was taken from the Gospel of Matthew’s account on Jesus’ baptism, 

and we focused our attention on a key line where a voice from heaven says, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We explored the implications this line has on identity 

and purpose. And we were reminded of our true identities as beloved, children of God as we 

strive to live out our purpose as a faith community and also as individuals.  

Today’s reading also looks at Jesus’ baptism, but according to the Gospel of John, which 

presents a different narrative than last week. Before I continue it might be helpful for some of us 

who wondering why there seems to be two of the same readings in back-to-back weeks – and I’ll 

assure you it’s not just to make the preacher’s job easier by using the same sermon twice.  

We use the Revised Common Lectionary – which is the schedule of readings that our 

parish and many other parishes, churches, and denominations follow – was first published in 

1992, and derives from The Common Lectionary of 1983, both based on a post-Vatican II 

ground-breaking revision of the Roman Lectionary known as the Ordo Lectionem Missae of 

1969.1 

So that’s part of the reason why we have these two similar readings back-to-back. But it 

also helps to inform us, or impress upon us, the importance of these texts as we emerge from 

Christmas. During Christmas we celebrate Christ’s birth, the fulfillment of ancient prophecies in 

the birth of Messiah, and the celebration of Emmanuel, God with us. And if Christmas is about 

God entering into the world as Jesus, then Epiphany is about helping us to realize more about 

Jesus’ spiritual and physical identity. The Gospel of John helps us explore, learn, and wonder 

about the Word becoming flesh – spirit and body manifest in Jesus.  

So we can say that over the past month we’ve thought about Jesus’ birth as God’s Son, a 

little baby in a manger, who is then visited by Magi – Gentiles who recognize the baby Jesus as 

being the promised one. And as Jesus gets older, just in case anyone is still wondering about 

Jesus’ identity, when He’s baptized the spirit of God descends upon like a dove and a voice 

proclaims that Jesus is in fact God’s beloved, His own Son with whom He is well pleased. Are 

you starting to get the picture? Jesus is God’s Son, Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus is the Lamb of 

God.  

This is a major theme the readings from the past few weeks have been trying to say to us. 

But they also say much more. Today I’m not going to focus on the baptism of Jesus itself, but 

what happens afterward. And I want to look at 3 parts. First, pointing others toward Christ; 

second, Jesus’ response; and third, Jesus’ question.  

Several things might jump out to you about our reading today, but something that I want 

to draw your attention to is how others begin to follow Christ. You’ll notice that John the Baptist 

is with his disciples when Jesus is walking by, and John tells them, “Look, here is the Lamb of 

God!” And this leads John’s disciples to actually stop following him and begin to follow Jesus. 

They stay with Jesus for the rest of that day as they, like many others after them – begin their 

faith journeys with Jesus. The scripture says that one of these disciples was Andrew, and when 

he discovers out that he’s found the Messiah, he finds his brother Simon the next afternoon and 

tells him, and brings Simon to Jesus. Now before we go any further I want us to stop and think 
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about those two encounters. John the Baptist points his followers to Jesus, and Andrew points his 

brother Simon to Jesus. Could this be a model of evangelism that could apply to us? Pointing 

those with whom we have relationships toward Jesus – God in flesh, God with us.  

When was the last time we told someone we know, with whom we have a relationship, 

that we’ve found God in our midst? Perhaps it’s something to consider. To remind ourselves of a 

faith that’s active, a faith that we share with others, that we bear witness to Christ’s work in our 

lives and participate in Christ’s mission in the world. Or, on the other hand, perhaps you’re 

saying, Jesus isn’t physically present so I can’t really tell someone to go see Him directly the 

way that Andrew told his brother Simon.  

We can’t point to Jesus directly, but we can point to things that Jesus does through us that 

demonstrate that God is still with us. Maybe in place of inviting someone to see Jesus we could 

invite them, in Jesus’ words, to “come and see” to come and see something that demonstrates 

God working in us and around us. What would that look like? I don’t mean this to sound 

condescending, but it would be easier to invite someone to come and see if there was something 

to invite them to!  

It’s easier to say to someone come see what Messy Church is like! There are lots of 

activities and fun things to do, a bible lesson, and if that doesn’t have their attention then you can 

always say, and there’s a free dinner. Messy Church really is a great event, as tiring as it is. We 

have a different crowd from Sunday, and people seem to genuinely enjoy themselves when they 

come – not everyone but most of them. But it begins with an invitation. “Come and see.” Come 

and see what it’s like, come and see a place where people from all ages are participating in an 

openly Christian space – children, youth, adults, seniors, all in the same place together.  

Aside from 4 to 6 events in a year we don’t really have anything to invite someone to 

besides a committee. Alpha was great for inviting people, and we have to see how this will take 

shape in the future, but for people to have an encounter with Christ, and develop into a 

relationship, takes much more than one hour a week at a worship service.  

I don’t mean to come across as abrasive or arrogant, but we’re at a critical point in our 

ministry. The church we know today isn’t the church of 10 to 15 years ago, and it certainly won’t 

be the church in 10 to 15 years from now. So there’s a question which Jesus asked the two 

disciples which I ask you now, “What are you looking for?” What are you looking for when you 

follow Jesus? What does discipleship mean to you?  

Like I mentioned before, the readings over the past few weeks have been trying to get a 

message across to us. Jesus is God in the flesh. God’s Son, God with us, the Beloved. And if we 

recognize that this is who Jesus really is, then what are we willing to do to follow Him?  

I think before we invite others into a relationship with Jesus, before we can invite others 

to come and see, we need to know what it is that we’re looking for. What are looking for in 

following Jesus, in coming to church, in being part of the church?  

I’m going to suggest that we take a few minutes to think about this now, and throughout 

the week, and weeks ahead, as we approach our Annual General Meeting. 


