
It’s kind of hard to believe that Christmas was two weeks ago isn’t it? In some ways it 

feels like we’re still in that Christmas mode – perhaps we haven’t taken our decorations down 

yet, we’re still not quite functioning at as high a level as before, and there are still a few 

Christmas things in stores but now at really good prices after some actual sales. But on the other 

hand, the Christmas merchandise is pushed aside to a corner of the store and Valentine’s Day 

stock has popped up seemingly out of nowhere, reminding us that time keeps going on, just as 

another year has passed and we are already a full week into 2017.  

Even on the church calendar it seems a bit out of sorts. We spent all this time in Advent 

getting ready and preparing for Christ’s coming into the world, and now that Christmas has 

passed we’re rushed into Epiphany before we’ve really settled and thought about Christmas 

itself. I think with all of these subtle changes and shifts it can be hard to find our focus. So as we 

worship on this Sunday, designated as the Baptism of our Lord, let’s take a moment to step back 

and think about Jesus’ baptism as well as our own, in an effort to put our attention in the right 

place. 

The beginning of our reading from Isaiah opens with, “Here is my servant, whom I 

uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights. I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth 

justice to the nations.” We know of God’s promises, how they were told to the prophets and 

communicated to the people; especially as we emerge from advent and thinking about God’s 

promise of the Messiah, culminating in Jesus’ birth. Here again we see a promise to Isaiah of 

God’s servant who will be a light to the nations, who will have God’s spirit upon Him, and will 

bring justice. The Isaiah passage pairs well with our gospel reading, which reads, that there was a 

voice from heaven that said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

In both passages there is a sense of identity and purpose. The Isaiah reading describes 

God’s servant – what His identity is and purpose of servanthood, bringing justice. Matthew 

describes the heavens being opened and a voice proclaiming the identity of Jesus as being God’s 

Son, the Beloved. In these two short sections we have, in a sense, the identity and purpose of 

Jesus, of God’s Son in the world. Jesus is God’s Son, the prophesied servant, who will bring 

justice to the nations. This doesn’t elaborate or go in depth about Jesus’ teachings, love, healings, 

or anything else – which is not to say that these aren’t as important as justice – but we still have a 

basic understanding of Jesus’ identity and purpose.  

The two are so intrinsically linked that they cannot be separated from one another. Jesus’ 

identity cannot be taken away from His purpose on earth, nor can His purpose be taken away 

from being God’s Son, the prophesied Messiah and servant.  

This sense of identity and purpose is not so clear in our own lives. Identity, and knowing 

who you are, is such a crucial part of life that it takes a long time to figure it out. We grow up 

and our sense of identity is found in who our parents or guardians are. You know me as Christian 

today, but as a child I was “Ken and Evon’s kid” the youngest one. And then things get 

complicated when we experience life outside of our families, when we go to school and are still 

trying to find our identity, or create one. Who are we? What do we do when our parents aren’t 

around, or when the teacher isn’t watching? And the process continues as we get older, choosing 

our friends, deciding what to wear, what music we’ll listen to and for what reasons – is it because 

other people are listening to it or wearing it or because we genuinely like how this sounds or 

looks?  



I could go on for a while about this but I think you know where I’m going – identity is 

essential to knowing who we are. It makes finding a purpose easier, but identity and purpose are 

not as intertwined for us as they were for Jesus. Which makes it harder for us to figure out our 

identity and purpose on our own, and can also make it harder to live out our purpose when we 

find our identity. You see, Jesus knew who He was, from the time He went to the temple as a 

young boy He knew that He had to be about His father’s business.  

Now for us, when we discover our physical, earthly identity there will be an opposition to 

our spiritual, heavenly identity. I don’t mean that the two are incapable of co-existing, since 

we’re here this morning – as both spiritual and physical people. But I mean that we are in a 

constant tension of being in the world but not of the world. We struggle with loving ourselves 

and also having to love our neighbours. The world can tell you take care of yourself, and kind of 

leave others to take care of themselves. But as I’m reminded by the ghost of Jacob Marley in “A 

Christmas Carol” mankind was his business, not just his financial wellbeing – a point which he 

tries to get across to his partner Ebenezer Scrooge.  

Identity and purpose. In the midst of change, both in time and in our lives, do we know 

our identity and purpose? I think our readings today help us with this concept. When we strip 

away the earthly markers, when we get down to the core of who we really are, our identity, our 

true, spiritual identity is God’s child, Beloved. Say to yourself, “I am God’s daughter, His 

beloved” or “I am God’s son, His beloved.” I am loved by the God who created me and 

everything in the universe. I am loved so much that God came into the world to show me and tell 

me just how much He loves me. That’s our identity.  

And once we accept that, and believe it, as soon as Beloved becomes our identity, then 

we have to live out our purpose. Now…what’s our purpose? That’s up for discussion, and I 

really want us to have a discussion on this. What is our purpose?  

I think if we look at our Isaiah reading again, we’ll see something to help guide us: “I am 

the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 

given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 

bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.” 

This was originally for a Jewish community, but taking into consideration our reading 

from Acts, in which the Gentiles hear the Good News and receive the Holy Spirit, this call is also 

for us. We are to be a light to others, helping those who are oppressed, working for justice.  

On this Sunday, as we remember the Baptism of our Lord, we also consider our own 

baptisms. When I looked at the liturgy in the BAS there are two parts of the Baptismal Covenant 

that I want to highlight – 1) Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour 

as yourself? 2) Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being?  

Our baptisms are individual confessions and promises, which take place as part of a 

wider community of believers, but I want to raise the question again, what is our purpose? If you 

continue to read Acts 10 after our passage ends, it reads “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word” and the Jewish believers “who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.” The faith community, which was once 

only for one group of people, grew to include everyone else. The purpose of the church, as Peter 



and other followers found out, was to include everyone, to demonstrate that God does not show 

partiality, but loves everyone and is for all the nations.  

As we enter another year, or as we wade through a time of transition, let’s remember our 

identities as Beloved, as children of God. But let’s also take time to think about purpose as God’s 

children. What do our readings from today tell us about our identity and purpose? As we 

approach our annual general meeting in a few weeks’ time I really want you to contemplate this 

in order that we can live faithfully the purpose for which we have been called. May the Holy 

Spirit grant to us the wisdom, knowledge, and understanding and guidance to discover how we 

are being called to serve God in 2017 and into the future. Amen.  


