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April 23rd – Easter 2 

John 20:19-31 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20:19-31  

1 Peter 1:3-9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Peter+1:3-9  

We’re still in the joy and mystery of Easter, contrary to what the weather says. Last 

Sunday on Easter we talked about new life! Jesus’ resurrection provides new life; Peter 

preaching to the Gentiles is a sign of new life; these are all signs that God continues to be 

concerned with our world. Did you see signs of new life this past week? 

We also talked about being witnesses, and sharing our story. The angel invites Mary to 

come and see, and go and tell. And we’ve been looking at this phrase for quite some time now as 

we’ve gone through parts of the Gospel of John – from Andrew telling his brother Simon Peter, 

to the woman at the well telling her village. Come and see; and now I think we’re looking more 

closely at going and telling. So we’ll keep this phrase in mind as we look at John’s gospel a few 

more times through the Easter season.  

Let’s turn our attention, however, to the story at hand, John 20. This takes place right 

after the Resurrection, and Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene, who tells the disciples that she 

has seen the Lord. She comes and sees, and goes and tells.  

Now in the evening on the first day of the week, Easter night, the doors are locked at the 

place where the disciples are staying because they’re scared the Jews will come for them after 

having killed their leader, Jesus. And even though the doors are locked Jesus comes and stands 

with them and says, “Peace be with you.”…it doesn’t say how the disciples reacted. We don’t 

know if they were shocked someone came into the house, or if they suspected that it was Jesus, 

or if they’re still trying to figure out who this is with them. The text just goes straight away to 

saying, “He showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord.” That must have been quite the experience. From sorrow and fear, to surprise and 

rejoicing. The God-man they had been following for so long, who had been killed, is now 

standing in their midst. Did they start dancing, hugging, asking questions? Were they relieved, a 

bit ashamed? How long did the party go on for? These details aren’t there. Instead it says, that 

Jesus says to them a second time, “Peace be with you.” And Jesus goes on, “As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.” Jesus breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  

In reading this short portion of Scripture, there is so much that takes place, and also so 

much left out. What was it like to receive the Holy Spirit? How do the disciples now have the 

power to forgive people of their sins? Wasn’t this something only God could do? What is going 

on?! These things aren’t described. What we know is that the disciples, with the exception of 

Thomas, have locked themselves in a house, and are hiding in fear. Jesus comes to them and tells 

them twice, peace be with you, subsiding their fear and comforting them, letting them know He 

is alive and giving them the Holy Spirit.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20:19-31
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Peter+1:3-9
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But I think the juicy part of our reading is really about Thomas. Thomas wasn’t there 

when Jesus appeared, and even though the other disciples tell him that Jesus came and they saw 

Him, Thomas replies, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 

mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

In some ways this response is a bit surprising, and in other ways it’s not. It’s surprising 

because Thomas, who has been following Jesus for some time now, has eye-witness testimony 

from his own friends and colleagues that Jesus is alive. It’s not just some random folks telling 

Thomas that Jesus has resurrected, but fellow disciples. But on the other hand, people usually 

don’t come back to life. When Lazarus was resurrected it was because Jesus was there. But how 

could Jesus resurrect Himself? So who knows what happens for the next week. Maybe Thomas 

and the other disciples have a couple of debates, or they ignore the elephant in the room, I don’t 

know. But a week later, as all of the disciples are in the house now, the doors are shut again and 

Jesus returns. Peace be with you. And Jesus looks at Thomas, and says to him, “Put your finger 

here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

“My Lord and my God!” Thomas proclaims. Note that it doesn’t actually say whether or 

not Thomas actually put his finger in Jesus’ hands or side, but his direct encounter with the risen 

Jesus leads Thomas to finally believe.  

One of the things that stands out to me from this story is that Thomas isn’t persuaded by 

any theological argument to believing that Jesus Christ has resurrected and is alive; instead, 

Thomas’ faith depends on a direct encounter with Jesus. Now that isn’t to say that having an 

intellectual conversation, and providing reasons for believing in Jesus, doesn’t work but rather 

that it doesn’t work for everyone. Some of the apostles provide sound theological reasoning to 

women and men to prove that Jesus is God, but there are some, like Thomas, that doubt or are 

skeptical based on hearing…for Thomas seeing, and touching, is believing. We might find 

ourselves falling in to one category more than the other, or perhaps needing a bit from both the 

rational side and the feeling side to be convinced that Jesus Christ is alive and is God. But I 

wonder what implications this has for how we think about making disciples, sharing our faith, 

our bringing about the Kingdom of God.  

Come and see, go and tell. Mary Magdalene saw the empty tomb, and met Jesus risen, 

and then went and told the disciples. The disciples – minus Thomas – see and tell. And I think 

that’s a lesson for us. Because the disciples still see and then go and tell. They tell Thomas about 

what they’ve seen, or rather who they’ve seen. We have seen the Lord. Christ is risen, Jesus is 

alive, Jesus is God in the flesh, and God cares about us and offers new life.  

The disciples are witnesses, and they testify, they share their story, about encountering 

Jesus. Note that they don’t make Thomas a believer – Thomas believes because Jesus appears to 

him. There are two things I want to say about this. I think that John’s gospel has told us many 

times that one way of forming disciples is to invite others to come and see, and then go and tell. 

This is still a pattern for us to follow, and our story might not make disciples, just as the 

disciples’ story did not make Thomas a believer but that shouldn’t prevent us from sharing. The 

point is that the disciples still shared their testimony with Thomas. 

The second thing I want to say is that ultimately only God can make a disciple. It is only 

through the work of the Holy Spirit that someone enters into faith. But our responsibility is to 

cultivate an environment, a setting, whereby others can experience God and decide to follow 
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Him. We can tell our children or our loved ones about God, I can tell you what the Bible says 

about God’s love for us and God’s involvement in the world, but I can’t make or force you to 

believe something. One of roles as Christians is kind of like John the Baptist – preparing the way 

of the Lord so that Jesus can come into peoples’ lives. What does that mean? 

Well there’s no easy, cut and dry answer. It means different things for different people. 

One way to put it is follow Christ and let your life, your words, your actions bear witness to this. 

In our book study using, “Noticing God” it described several different ways that people notice 

God including, but not limited to: mystical encounters, ordinary life, a still small voice, 

community, Scripture, culture, and the church. Some of these things we can’t do anything about, 

but some of them we can.  

I want us to reflect on a couple of things this week. Coming out of Lent, after our 

spiritual check-up, do you feel healthier now than you did a few months ago? Or even a year 

ago? In my report for the annual meeting I mentioned that “I hope to see our church develop and 

deepen in faith, while acting on our beliefs in order that we might be more actively engaged with 

those around us.” That we need a renewed sense of mission that we’re working towards; 

something that unites us and motivates us to act.  

We have a fantastic sense of community, that’s to be celebrated, and I still think that 

there also needs to be a sustained effort towards discipleship. Many of the events we hold as a 

community are short-term and occasional, and while they have the ability to bring us and the 

community together for a brief period of time, I think we’re missing the opportunity to engage 

the spirituality of others on a sustained, continued basis. 

I’ve preached on this a few times, and I hope I don’t sound like a broken record, but the 

reason I’m so persistent is because I love God, I love you, and I love people. I think it’s such a 

privilege to not only be loved by God but to be invited to serve Him – not just as a minister but 

as a Christian, as an individual. Secondly, I love you and I want what’s best for you. Now it’s a 

bit weird to present myself as your parent – even though as a priest you can call me Father, but if 

I can borrow from this imagery I’d like to say that just as a parent wants what is best for their 

child, as your minister I want what’s best for you. A parent has to teach their child a lot of things 

so that as they get older they can be independent, they can support themselves financially, they 

can cook, interact with others, form meaningful relationships, etc. Well I want you to be 

spiritually independent so that if you didn’t have a minister you could still function as a 

Christian, as a community, that you can worship together, and read scriptures and have 

conversations about them, enjoy fellowship, reach out to others, and all sorts of things. And I 

love people. Occasionally when I’m in a crowd of people I’ll just get this overwhelming sense of 

love – a sense that God loves creation, humanity, that each person I see is made in the image of 

God, that God wants to be relationship with these people, and some of them know Him, some 

don’t want to know Him, and some are still searching for Him and need help.  

And I feel like that’s one of the places where we come in, as individuals and as a faith 

community. Where we can say I’ve seen God at work in my life, and I want to tell you about it. 

Or that I’m part of this great community and there’s an opportunity for you to come and see, 

where you can experience God for yourself. And in turn they might go and tell. Because as 

overwhelming as forming disciples sounds, and bringing about the Kingdom of God, it’s really 

another way of show and tell. Come and see, go and tell. Come and see God, show Christ in your 

lives and tell others about Him. That’s how we’ve come to faith if you think about it.  
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So in closing, we’re reminded that some people need to see and experience God in order 

to believe. That doesn’t mean that we can’t share our story, we still have to do this, but we trust 

that the Holy Spirit will work in the lives of others while we prepare the way and create an 

environment whereby an encounter with God can take place. What this looks like varies from 

person to person. Maybe some people are looking for God in scripture, or community, or in a 

way that calls them to act on what they believe and do something for others.  

Maybe you think I’m crazy, that I keep going on about nothing because we’re fine. 

Maybe you’re right, I’m not too proud to admit that I can make mistakes. This week, maybe 

today, set aside some time to reflect and take stock of the past – of your own spiritual life, and 

our parish. Are we involved enough in our community? If we looked at our ministries are we 

reaching out to others? I hope that we’re not like the disciples at first….locked in a building 

looking out for our safety, afraid to leave our comfort zone. Because Jesus tells us “Peace be 

with you. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” You are blessed. 

We are blessed. May we be a blessing to others as well. Amen.  


