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April 16th – Easter 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:1-10  

Acts 10:34-43 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10:34-43  

Colossian 3:1-4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A1-4&version=NRSV 

Christ is risen! These three words are repeated every Easter, so how can we hear them 

anew today? 

Let’s start with our gospel account from Matthew. Each of the gospels describe the 

Resurrection slightly differently from each other. In Matthew, as the women are approaching the 

tomb there is a great earthquake and an angel rolls back the stone that was covering the entrance 

to the tomb, and sits on top of it. The angel is in a brilliant, dazzling white, like lightning or 

snow. Matthew writes that the Roman guards who were keeping watch over the tomb are so 

afraid they’re paralyzed and become like dead men. But not the women. And the angel says to 

them, “Don’t be afraid. I know that you’re looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He isn’t here; 

for he has been raised, just as he said he would be.  Come, see for yourselves the place where he 

used to lay.  And then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and he 

is going to Galilee; that’s where you’ll see him.’” 

So the women leave the tomb with fear and great joy and they run to tell Jesus’ disciples. 

But suddenly, as they’re on their way, Jesus meets them and greets them. And the women are 

amazed and grab hold of his feet, worshiping their risen Saviour. And Jesus tells them, just as the 

angel did, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee where they’ll see me.” 

Don’t be afraid, Jesus is not here, He is risen, tell the rest of them to go to Galilee.  

The text seems pretty short, even abrupt. It captures a bit of the fear and joy but it seems 

like it’s not the whole story, as though something’s missing. Today I want to share the idea that 

while Easter morning is the single most important day in the Christian year, the story does end 

here.  

To show you what I mean let’s look at our other readings. In Acts we read the story about 

Peter going to the home of a Roman military official, Cornelius the Centurion; he’s described as 

a devout man who respected God. Now followers of the early Jesus movement, the first 

Christians, who were still trying to carve out their identity, their beliefs, they were all Jewish. Up 

to now the Holy Spirit has come upon a number of individuals, but all of Jewish ancestry. But 

after Peter’s vision and going to the house of Cornelius, he has an epiphany, a revelation; that 

God doesn’t show partiality or favouritism, but is accessible to anyone from anywhere not just 

the Jews. Whoever respects God’s teachings and does what is right, even if they’re born 

somewhere else or eat different foods, they can still have this close relationship with God. Peter 

shares that the message God sent to the people, was a message of peace brought by Jesus Christ. 

Jesus did all kinds of good deeds, healing people, and we bear witness to this. Even though Jesus 
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was killed, He rose from the grave, and commanded His followers to testify, to bear witness, that 

Jesus is who He said He is.  

Peter preaching to the gentiles might not seem like a resurrection story, but it is 

absolutely a sign of new life! When we view Christ's resurrection from an understanding that 

God continues to be concerned with our world, then we can see events with new significance.1 

God’s involvement with the world did not end with Jesus on the cross, or even on Easter 

morning. God still continued to act, through Peter, to demonstrate that God’s grace is available to 

everyone, everywhere, even Gentiles! 

But before we get ahead of ourselves, we have to unpack this idea a bit. I’m guessing 

there are at least a few Disney fans among us. Has anybody seen Ratatouille? For anyone who 

hasn’t, it’s a movie about a mouse, Remy, that can cook, and there’s a famous chef – Gusteau – 

who has a son named Linguini that cannot cook, but with the help of Remy he can make 

sumptuous food. And a line from the famous chef Gusteau is that “anybody can cook.” Now we 

can just survey that congregation about this statement. Can anybody cook? Maybe some better 

than others, but while everyone might be capable of cooking – having the same ingredients, 

utensils, appliances, everything, we know that we’re not all going to be superb chefs, anybody 

can cook but not everybody can cook.  

In essence it’s the same idea for Christianity. God’s grace is available to everyone, 

everywhere. Anybody can be a Christian in theory. But what we read in Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians is a plea for believers to be more like Jesus.  

The symbolism of baptism is that we are submerged under the water, we die to our 

selves, and we are born into this new life in Jesus. Once we’ve been baptized it’s no longer us 

living according to our own ways, our own thinking, our own desires, but Christ living in us. We 

have died to ourselves and the lives we live are hidden with Christ in God. So that just as Christ 

rose when He died, so too when we die we will be raised with Christ. When Christ is revealed, 

we will be revealed with him in glory.  

That opportunity is available to everyone, but not everyone is willing to make that 

commitment. And even when we do decide to follow Jesus we still make mistakes along the 

way. This isn’t a critique or meant to sound judgemental, but discipleship is an extremely 

difficult decision to make, and a challenging path to follow. So Paul urges the believers seek the 

things that are above, not earthly things. To explore that more fully would require another 

sermon, but let me say that there are things on earth that we are meant to enjoy and things that 

we aren’t. Personally I don’t think it’s wrong to have ambition, to want what is best for you and 

your loved ones – this is a pretty well-accepted western notion. I do, however, feel that there is 

something wrong when you accumulate and accumulate, obtaining more than you need at the 

expense of others, simply disregarding the needs of others, the needs of your neighbour. I think 

that is unchristian. Who needs a billion dollars?! Someone whose mind is set on things above, on 

heavenly things, must acknowledge and respond to those in need. Jesus didn’t just tell people 

about God and say you’ll be fine now; no, He criticized unjust systems, He helped those who 
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were oppressed, healing them of physical conditions, spiritual problems, He provided meaningful 

relationship and created a new reality.   

Friends, this is the Good News! Not just that Christ has risen but that Christ has 

overcome death, and we can experience a new life. Now inasmuch as we have the hope of 

resurrection, that when we die we will experience a new life, where there is no suffering or 

death, or anything unpleasant, that should not be an excuse to stop looking for new life 

now…that cannot be an excuse not to work for new life today.  

Christ is risen! This famous line is not only a historical reality, but has many more 

implications as well. Where do we see signs today of new life that Christ provides? God loves 

us. God loves the world that God created, and God continues to be concerned with it, and 

involved in it. Sometimes it’s as plain as day to see, and other times we need help.  

In our reading from Acts I highlighted “we are witnesses.” I’m sure we all know what a 

witness is, but I’ll definite it anyway. A witness is someone who has seen something take place, 

or has evidence or proof, and they testify, they bear witness. I think this an important part of our 

spiritual journey that we often overlook. We’re either too shy to share our story, or feel like it 

isn’t dramatic enough.  

The angel invited the women that morning to come and see, and go and tell. Jesus invites 

them, come and see, go and tell. Come and see all the wonderful signs of new life, and go and 

tell others. Come and see how God doesn’t show favouritism but loves everyone, and is willing 

to be in relationship with anyone. That is good news, that is new life. Come and see that when 

we die to ourselves and live in Christ, wonderful things can happen – transformation can take 

place. Come and see Christ’s body and blood given for you, go and tell how you are renewed and 

enabled to love others as part of a community of faith.  

We might have heard the Resurrection story from Matthew’s gospel before, but because 

our lives and our encounters with God are ever-changing, we are continually provided with 

possibilities for seeing the resurrection in new light. Yes, Jesus Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 

However the story does not end there; rather, the Easter message receives fresh meaning when 

new life is given, when new life is witnessed, and that new life is shared with others. When the 

power and reality of the Resurrection is lived it continues to say something about God's 

participation with us, and God’s intentions for the world.2  

Let us not forget that we too are witnesses to the risen Christ, that we too see signs of 

new life, and are called to share this with others. I hope that this message has helped you to see 

the Resurrection in a new light, to hear it with a fresh meaning. But I also want to invite you to 

share your story. It doesn’t even have to be your faith story, just tell someone where you’re at. 

Life can be hard, and I might have a sense of where some of you are in your lives now but not 

everyone. Share your story with someone because no one is meant to be in isolation; having a 

faith community means having community, a sense of fellowship and support to be present along 

life’s journey even until our lives are revealed in Christ. Amen.  
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