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April 9th – Palm Sunday 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSV  

 

Growing up I loved going to church on Palm Sunday. We’d get palm branches from the 

duty usher along with the bulletin, sometimes we’d get a cross too or would have to figure out 

how to make it. And I can remember the first suit I got. It might sound awful as I describe it but 

it isn’t as hard on the eyes as it might sound. It was a single breasted suit, dark green, not olive 

but a nice, maybe forest dark green. I wore this to my grade 8 graduation in June, but the first 

time I wore it was at my Confirmation, which took place on a Palm Sunday. That’s neither here 

nor there, but I remember wearing green for Palm Sunday, whether it was a green suit or a green 

dress shirt and/or neck tie. Palm Sunday had its special hymns, shouts of hosanna and feelings of 

happiness after weeks of guilt or repentance, or reflection.  

 

I’m not sure how you feel about Palm Sunday, maybe some of you can relate to this? In 

any case, the 6th and final Sunday of Lent is probably more memorable than the 3rd or 4th Sunday. 

But what is so special about Palm Sunday? Jesus enters into Jerusalem to cries of “hosanna” 

which in a matter of days will turn into cries of “crucify him!” So what can we learn from 

today’s readings, how do these lessons help us better understand our Christian walk of faith?  

 

Today I’m going to do something different for the sermon…as you know I like to do 

from time to time. Usually I enjoy crafting a well-thought out sermon that focuses on scripture 

and explains an idea or two on how the text impacts us today. This morning, however, I want us 

to reimagine our place in the gospel reading. Not as a bystander waving or laying down palm 

branches but in the place of…wait for it…the donkey. Yes, the donkey.  

 

"Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The 

Lord needs them.' 

 

Now reimagine Jesus telling one of His followers, maybe a priest, maybe a Christian, 

maybe a priest named Christian…imagine Jesus saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, the 

Village of Gagetown/Cambridge-Narrows, and you will find a man or woman…bring them to 

me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” 

 

Before I go on, I want to tell you about characteristics of donkeys according to online 

research.  

 

 A donkey will not do something it considers to be unsafe. 

 Donkeys have a reputation for stubbornness but this is due to their highly developed 

sense of self preservation. It is difficult to force or frighten a donkey into doing 

something it sees as contrary to its own best interest or safety. 

 Training a donkey relies upon showing him or her, by words and action, that they can 

trust you to protect them from harm. They learn what it is we want them to do if we take 

time to show them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSV
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 Donkeys are often fielded with horses due to the perceived calming effect they have on 

nervous horses. If a donkey is introduced to a mare and foal, the foal will often turn to the 

donkey for support after it has left its mother. 

(http://www.mikesdonkeys.co.uk/facts.html) 

 

There are more than just a few similarities between us and donkeys. How often do we shy 

away from doing something because it seems to be either unsafe or our of comfort zone? Maybe 

it’s sharing our faith with someone, maybe it’s giving up a comfortable routine to risk joining 

something else.  

 

I’m going to re-read the adapted passage and donkey traits several times and let’s listen 

for something new, or look for a new insight, or just listen for a still, small voice.  

 

“Go into the village ahead of you, the Village of Gagetown/Cambridge-Narrows, and you will 

find a man or woman…bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The 

Lord needs them.”  

The Lord needs you to carry out His ministry. What do you say? The road leads to a 

wonderful place, but it might not be easy to get there…will you go? Is it too much to risk leaving 

your comfort zone?  

 

“Go into this village, and you will find a woman, and a man…bring her to me, bring him to me. 

If they ask why, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” 

 

Training a donkey relies upon showing him or her, by words and action, that they can 

trust you to protect them from harm. They learn what it is we want them to do if we take time to 

show them.  

 

Jesus has shown us by words and action all that we need to be trained by Him. We know 

how much Jesus loves us…searching for us like lost sheep, treating us with love, respect, seeing 

us as having value, offering new life, putting down His life for the sake of others. Is that enough 

to trust Him? We might not have protection in the sense that we always be pain free. Jesus was 

killed…but that’s not how the story ends. Protection doesn’t always mean absolute physical 

safety, but we know that our souls are in safekeeping.  

 

“Come into this village, and you will find a man, and a woman…bring him to me, bring her to 

me. If they ask why, just say this, “The Lord needs you.” 

 

Donkeys are often fielded with horses due to the perceived calming effect they have on 

nervous horses. If a donkey is introduced to a mare and foal, the foal will often turn to the 

donkey for support after it has left its mother. When we have placed our trust, our faith, our lives 

in God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we can be calm when those around us are nervous looking 

for support, searching for answers, for meaning. As Christians we can be the ones providing 

support, walking alongside others wherever they might be.  

 

This is the beginning of Holy Week, the beginning of a range of emotions, happiness, wonder, 

confusion, sorrow, pain, hope.  
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Jesus needs you. Will you let Him take you through this week? Will you let yourself take Him 

outside of these doors?  


