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March 26th – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

John 9:1-41 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9:1-41  

 

Today is the 4th Sunday in Lent, and we’re getting closer and closer to Calvary. But 

before we jump to the texts let’s take a quick look back at the past few weeks. Ash Wednesday – 

Lent is kind of like an opportunity for a spiritual check-up; see what’s going on in our lives, are 

we healthy, what we need to change or improve to get where we need to be? We looked at Jesus’ 

temptations in the desert, His loneliness but more importantly His identity, and ours too – the 

beloved, a child a God. 

This identity is important in how we see others, including “the woman at the well” last 

week. We don’t have to identify her by her past romantic relationships, but as a beloved child of 

God, having worth, having value, worthy of being loved. She risks being rejected when she tells 

her village about Jesus but they come and see Jesus for themselves and come to believe in Him. 

There are some similar themes in our readings today, but also some key differences as well. So 

let’s start with looking at the passage from John before turning our attention to other readings.  

In similar fashion to “the woman at the well” the main character after Jesus doesn’t have 

a name, he’s just known as the man who was born blind, or the man who used to sit and 

beg…he’s identified by his handicap, not being able to see.  

Before we go on I just want to clarify something at the beginning of the reading. When it 

says, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” and Jesus answers, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 

revealed in him” this is an ancient Israelite worldview based on covenants and obedience. If the 

Israelites followed God’s commands then God blessed them, but if they disobeyed or went astray 

then they were punished. So when the disciples see this man who had been ‘punished’ so to 

speak, then they want to know why – who sinned, who disobeyed God’s commands that this 

resulted, was it something he did or his parents? This isn’t a contemporary worldview or one that 

is Christian so to speak. People who are suffering aren’t being hand-picked by God because of a 

sin that someone or their parents committed…I just want to clarify that before we mistakenly 

take something out of context.  

 

And Jesus says, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Jesus 

makes mud with His spit, places it on the man’s eyes, tells him to wash in the pool of Siloam, 

and after he does this he can see. We don’t know if the man was asking Jesus for help, or if he 

went to the pool on his own, but we know that people are confused after seeing something 

different about this man. They want to know how this man was healed, and then they want to 

find Jesus. The crowd brings the man to the Pharisees and we got another layer or dimension for 

our story.  

The Pharisees can tell that this man who used to be blind can now see and do you know 

how they react? Some of the Pharisees say that Jesus cannot be a man from God because He 
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doesn’t observe the Sabbath! Jesus gave a man the ability to see and some of the Pharisees are 

sure that if Jesus was really a righteous person, someone as righteous as them, then there’s no 

way He would have healed a suffering person on the Sabbath – that one day set aside when no 

work was supposed to be done. How dare he?  

Yet some of the Pharisees aren’t convinced. Yeah, Jesus healed someone on the Sabbath, 

but if He wasn’t righteous or a man from God, then how could he perform such a miracle? 

There’s disunity among the religious group, so they ask the man who used to blind some more 

questions. They even find the man’s parents so they can interrogate them too. They’re kind of 

scared, surprised, and reluctant to get involved.  

So they ask the man again, Give glory to God! Tell us the truth. We know that this Jesus 

fellow is a sinner, so tell us how you really got healed. Tell us what we want to hear because 

we’re too uncomfortable with the truth, it challenges our preconceived ideas about who is holy 

and how God works.  

The man who was blind refuses to give in to the Pharisees and stays with the truth. I 

don’t know if Jesus is a sinner. But I used to be blind and now I’m not. I already told you what 

He did and I can tell you the same thing 100 times, but you won’t listen. Why do you keep 

asking anyway, do you want to become one of Jesus’ disciples? 

Ooohh, now the Pharisees are really getting worked up. They have a snippy argument 

now, a little more intense than last week’s woman and Jesus, and they get so riled up that they 

drive the man out of the place. Somehow Jesus hears about this and He goes looking for the man. 

When Jesus finds him, He asks, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” And the man replies, “And 

who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus says, “You have seen him, and the 

one speaking with you is he.” The man is humbled and proclaims, “Lord, I believe.” And he 

worships Jesus.  

It’s pretty similar to last week’s story. Jesus tells the woman at the well that He can give 

her living water because He is the Messiah. Here Jesus tells the man who was blind that He is the 

Son of God. Jesus goes on to say, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees are within earshot 

and they hear Jesus say this and they ask, “We’re not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

This is a pretty intriguing passage when we look closer at it, especially that last line. It 

can kind of reminds me of another verse, James 4:17, which says, “Anyone, then, who knows the 

right thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.” This is a much different way than we’re 

accustomed to thinking of sin, which is part of why I think it’s important that we learn this story.  

The stories seem to show that the sinful ones, the blind ones, are the ones who can 

actually see; while the Pharisees and self-righteous claim to be able to see they are spiritually 

blind. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 

those who do see may become blind.”  

 

In light of this passage, there are two things I want us to explore today, our vision and an 

opportunity. Now while we may be familiar with the stories we read, or perhaps have read them 
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ourselves and other parables, we are still called to examine ourselves – especially during Lent, to 

get a spiritual check-up; see what’s going on in our lives and if we’re living as God has called us 

to or what we need to change and improve to get where we need to be? 

I’m not speaking specifically about our parish, but I want us to think about whether we’re 

the ones who see or don’t see. Often times, as Christians, we consider ourselves to be the ones 

who know best, the ones who should be shaping society’s laws and are upset when we see our 

influence waning. But are we really just being a little bit self-righteous, like the Pharisees, being 

overly concerned about not having things go our way and missing the way God is working in our 

midst?  

Or, on the other hand, are we continuing in Jesus’ ministry today? Jesus said, “As long as 

I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Do you remember in February for our 

intergenerational service we looked at salt and light? Jesus also said, “You are the light of the 

world…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 

to your Father in heaven.” 

Inasmuch as we might know what is right, and would not say that we are blind, it is one 

thing to talk the talk and quite another to walk the walk. We know that we are saved by our faith, 

not because of anything that we do but because of what God has done through Jesus Christ. The 

point is, however, that if we know this then we should act on it, doing good works letting our 

light shine before others so that they may see our good works and give glory to our God in 

heaven. Do people see our good works and give glory to God? Do we invite them to come and 

see the good things we are doing? Some food for thought.  

But there are also words of encouragement, and comfort. Instead of looking at the man’s 

past, Jesus looks to the future.1 And we have the opportunity not to be identified only by our past 

but by what we can still do. I mean that to be invitational not critical. I realize the past might be a 

little longer than the future for some of us and I’m sure there are many things worth celebrating 

from the past. The invitation, however, is for a fresh start – both as individuals in Lent 2017, and 

as a parish during this time of our ministry. How does your identity as “child of God” replace 

some of the other designations you’ve been called or have accepted? 2 It’s hard work. I’ll admit 

this personally. My identity from my job, my title as priest, can be something to hide behind as 

being religious and serving God; but being a “child of God” is what must ground how I interact 

with people, what I think about, how I make decisions, not because of my title but because of my 

identity as God’s child.  

We all have the opportunity to take stock of the past – the good, the difficult, the 

encouraging, the challenging – and we can examine what we need to let go of in order to receive 

the open future God has prepared.3 Because I don’t doubt for one second that God will do 

something wonderful through us, but we are still responsible for discerning and acting according 

to what the Holy Spirit shows us.  

                                                           
1 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/03/lent-4-a-the-man-who-now-sees/ 
2 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/03/lent-4-a-the-man-who-now-sees/ 
3 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/03/lent-4-a-the-man-who-now-sees/ 
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The gospel story invites us to remember that Jesus is calling us forward. The past matters, 

but it is past, and while it might have marked us or describe us, it does not define us, because we 

are and will always be God’s beloved children. 4 

 

                                                           
4 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/03/lent-4-a-the-man-who-now-sees/ 


