
February 26, 2017 – Transfiguration of our Lord 

 

Matthew 17:1-9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+17%3A1-9&version=NRSV 

 

In our gospel reading today some of Jesus’ first disciples accompany Him on a journey up a 

mountain. And unexpectedly, Jesus is transfigured before them. His face is bright like the sun, 

his clothes the whitest of white, maybe like freshly fallen snow. And to add to this amazement, 

Moses and Elijah appear out of nowhere.  

What do you do in that situation? How would you react if you were one of the disciples? First – 

Jesus, who you’ve been following for some time now starts glowing and radiating. What in the 

world is going on? And then the two biggest figures in your faith – Moses the law-giver, and 

Elijah the mighty prophet – who have both been dead for many years – are in your midst.  

It’s a surreal, fantastical experience. You can’t put it into words, and you can’t just sit or stand 

there frozen either. So what do you do with this extremely rare opportunity?  

 

Well, Peter thinks it might be a good idea to set up a few tents…which is probably not what 

comes to mind to us first. And while Peter is still speaking, before he can even give a reason for 

his idea, a bright cloud appear, and a voice shouts out, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I 

am well pleased; listen to him!” 

So this shuts up Peter really quickly and the disciples hit the deck with fear. Who knows, maybe 

there’s a quiet, still, silence. And Jesus comes over to his friends, touches them and says, “Get up 

and do not be afraid.” The disciples look around…the cloud is gone, Moses is gone, Elijah is 

gone…only Jesus remains. What just happened? 

 

It doesn’t say if they stayed any longer on the mountain, or they began their descent right away, 

but along the way down the mountain Jesus says to them, “Tell no one about the vision until 

after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

There seems to be more questions that come to mind, than answers, when we look at this 

passage. So what is there that we can learn from this passage? Let’s look at Peter’s response. He 

probably had good intentions for wanting to make three dwellings, three booths or tents.  

Even though Peter might have had good intentions at heart, this isn’t what God wanted. God 

didn’t want tabernacles built on the mountain. It seems that the only reason the disciples were 

there was so that they could share about this vision with others after Jesus’ resurrection.  

Peter might have been looking to satisfy God, or perhaps his notion of God; or maybe Peter just 

felt like he needed to do something for his own sake, to build something because he thought this 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+17%3A1-9&version=NRSV


would be what God would like. Have you ever given a gift to someone that wasn’t received as 

well as you thought it would be? You thought oh s/he will love this, but it was more just 

something you thought was nice in your own eyes.  

God doesn’t want the three tabernacles. Jesus invites these three disciples to join Him on the 

mountain so that they can witness the transfiguration, so that they can witness and share in this 

special experience. Jesus invites them to see, to have this rare opportunity in order that they 

might tell others.  

How often do we prematurely act like Peter does? Before things have even settled Peter is 

rushing to do what he thinks is best, clinging to an old way of thinking, when all that Jesus wants 

is for us to stop, look, and listen. Don’t get caught up buildings and tabernacles because that isn’t 

what it’s important. What we’re doing here and now is the important part, so that you can share it 

when the time is right.  

Who knows if Moses and Elijah would have hung out a bit longer if Peter didn’t open his mouth? 

Maybe James and John would have been able to get into some deep conversations with them. 

But the point is before we jump to do something we need to listen to Jesus. Before doing what 

we think God wants, we should know is this what God really wants, or is this something that we 

want? Are we like Peter when we get caught up with church buildings, when we should really be 

paying attention to the experience?  

Jesus invited those three disciples up specifically, and our Saviour continues to invite His 

followers to join Him on journeys up the mountain. That’s important to remember. We are joined 

in this ministry together, of sharing God the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the Sustainer, 

with others – called as partners in Christ’s service.  

We are invited to join Jesus on the mountaintop to see amazing things, and you know what – 

sometimes we’ll make mistakes. We’re not perfect. We can get things wrong, just like Peter did. 

But the wonderful, beautiful, amazing, splendid, fantastic thing is that God gives us another 

chance. Jesus gives us a reassuring touch and says it’s okay, brush yourself off, stand up, don’t 

be afraid.  

The disciples do just that, and together with Jesus they go down the mountain and back to the 

day-to-day. Many of us have had mountain top experiences; events impressed upon us so deeply 

that we can recall them vividly. I’m sure this was true for Peter, James and John. Sometimes 

these experiences can be a source of inner strength when we aren’t on the mountain, when our 

lives seem to be going downward, when we’re entering into valleys or stuck at the bottom of 

them.  

But we need to remember those special words Jesus shares: “Get up and do not be afraid.” 

Sometimes less is more. Sometimes God doesn’t want fancy buildings or monuments, God just 

wants us to pay attention and tell others what we’ve seen. And still sometimes we get it wrong. 

We think we’re doing what God wants us to be doing, but it might actually turn out to be we’re 

just doing whatever we want to do. Hopefully there’s a voice to stop us – and remind us – God 

isn’t interested in things, but about people. And even when we make mistakes, God comes over 



to us and gives us another chance. God reassures us that we do not have to be afraid, we can get 

up and try again.  

God invites us to have special experiences, and God also allows us to share these experiences 

with others. Sharing sustains us when we’re no longer on the mountaintop but making our way 

down, whether it’s down the mountain, on the flat ground, or in the valley. But when we keep 

Jesus’s words with us, when we get up and are not afraid, we are invited to be transformed, to be 

transfigured, in order that we can point others toward God.  


