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How do you preach on something you don’t really understand? Maybe since I’m not 
officially a priest yet I can say I don’t have all the answers. Perhaps in 3 years’ time when this 
passage comes up again in the lectionary I’ll know everything, but for the time being I’ll admit 
that I don’t quite understand what Jesus is talking about.  

We expect Jesus to act a certain way, to say certain things – now yes, we’ll admit these 
might catch us off guard at times, like loving your enemies or turning the other cheek. But they 
surprise us because they’re extreme examples of love and doing things in a new way, not one 
based on traditional values and “an eye for an eye.” But what are we supposed to do when Jesus 
says, “…make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they 
may welcome you into the eternal homes.” 

So let’s try to explore this text together and try to make sense of it. But in case you’re 
confused from time to time about what passages are saying just rest assured that you’re not 
alone. Even with theological training and expertise, scholars will have different viewpoints on a 
given topic or passage just because some passages are really hard and don’t give us the clarity 
and precision of understanding that we’d like to have.  

So let’s start with a couple of exploratory questions. What is “dishonest wealth”? Why is 
the “dishonest manager” commended?1 

We sometimes forget that charging interest on loans was forbidden in the Bible because it 
exploited the vulnerable poor.2 We should remember, however, that in the first century Galilee 
was occupied by the Romans, who didn’t follow biblical teachings. There were rich Roman 
landlords and rulers who had a reputation of being loan-sharks – individuals who would charge 
outrageous interest rates to those in need in order to amass even more land and to disinherit 
peasants off their family land, which was in direct violation of biblical law. So you can think of a 
wealthy Roman person who is in charge of an area, and there are a few Galilean families around 
– let’s say they’re farmers or fisherman. If there’s a bad crop or something along those lines, and 
they don’t get as much money as they expected, then they’re short for buying seed for next year. 
So they might go to the rich Roman landlord who said yeah I’ll give you enough money to cover 
the difference if you pay me back with this, and this, and this. Well you don’t have much choice, 
especially if you want to stay on the land of your ancestors. The rich man along with his manager 
or debt collector, were both exploiting desperate peasants. So maybe this is what “dishonest 
wealth” is – charging interest, and taking advantage of the poor for one’s own gain.  

But the bigger question is probably why is the dishonest manager commended? Some 
might argue that by cutting the debts down to the lower amount, the manager was actually 
getting rid of the excessive, oppressive interest rate and just charging them the principle so to 
speak. Maybe he we was giving up his big, juicy piece of the pie just to make sure that he didn’t 
fall out of favour with his master. Evidently the master commends the manager because he acted 
shrewdly or prudently or wisely. Maybe the master values a manager who can think and act 
quickly more than he values someone that can make more money since he doesn’t really need it. 
This much we can follow.  

 

																																																													
1	David	Lose.	http://www.davidlose.net/2016/09/pentecost-18-c-wealth-and-relationships/	
2	Barbara	Rossing.	http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2982	
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But then Jesus goes on to say “for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than are the children of light.” I don’t know if that’s a jab at the 
“children of light” in being less kind to each other than the children of the age are. And then 
comes the curveball: “And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth 
so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.”  

Maybe this sentence is just as confusing as it was when we heard it the first time. Or 
maybe Jesus is being sarcastic? Maybe He’s saying go ahead and make friends from charging 
interest to poor people because when it’s gone you’ll be able to stay in their “eternal homes.” But 
we know fully well, as did the original listeners, that no matter who the friend is their home isn’t 
going to be eternal.  

Perhaps Jesus is saying the whole thing tongue in cheek. It’s not about getting dishonest wealth 
and having dishonest friends in their temporary homes; it IS about being faithful in the little that 
we do have. “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much.” How can God trust us 
with the big things if we are not faithful in the small things? If you’ve been unfaithful with 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust you with true riches? You cannot serve God and wealth. 

It’s all too easy to serve wealth, to mistakenly put our trust in money. Yes, we have to be 
good stewards of our money – no one wants to run out of it, or spend it on the wrong things, but 
we know that money can’t save us.  

We might have heard some of these sayings: Money can buy you a house but not a home. 
Money can buy you a bed but not sleep. Money can buy you a clock but not time. Money can 
buy you medicine but not health. Money can buy you pleasure but not love.  

So with this in mind, let’s consider a few implications.  

1) Wealth is both a blessing and a responsibility. Throughout Scripture, we are blessed to be a 
blessing, and we are held accountable not so much for what resources we have accumulated than 
how we use them. So while we’re always pressured by society and external forces to make more 
money, what is really important is what we actually do with it, and how best we use it.  

2) Wealth – along with status, power, and privilege – is fleeting. One day this manager feels like 
he’s on top of the world; the next he’s faced with disaster. When faced with the statement that 
we cannot serve both God and wealth we need to remember that God’s love, care, and provision 
are constant, while money proves to be a fickle, and untrustworthy. 

3) In addition to loving God and living for God, we are placed on this earth to love and care for 
each other – not to separate ourselves from each other with wealth, status, or privilege. A 
quotation from St. Augustine says something along the lines of “God gave us people to love and 
things to use, and sin manifests itself in our penchant to confuse those two, loving things and 
using people.” Instead of placing so much emphasis on money, let’s take some time to seriously 
foster our relationships with each other. I’ll encourage you to think of one person, one 
relationship, that you want to improve or deepen and investment time, energy, and money into 
strengthening that relationship. Let’s take seriously the idea that God gives us people to love, 
that we are given all of our resources to care for others, and that none of us knows how much 
time we may have to do that.  
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We cannot serve God while also serving wealth, we can only pick one. So let’s remember 
that wealth is temporary, but God is not. We have been blessed to be a blessing to others. 
Sometimes we’re fortunate enough to have the resources and money to do things beyond meeting 
our needs, but we need to also be mindful of caring for others and the more important parts of 
life. We don’t know what the future holds, or what our finances might be, but let’s take the time 
to develop our relationships with each other. 


