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Jeremiah, the weeping prophet as he is sometimes referred to, is living at a time when the 
people are going about their own ways, abandoning God’s teachings. For example, the Israelites 
had built altars to Baal and were sacrificing their children, so God sends Jeremiah to prophesy of 
Jerusalem’s coming destruction by invaders from the north. The people have broken their 
covenant with God, so God in return is not going to continue to uphold His end of the bargain.  

That’s pretty heartbreaking when you stop and reflect. Imagine someone, or something, 
that’s alive – maybe a grandchild or relative, or a pet, that you really, really love or cherish. The 
care that you have for this person or thing is so great that even thinking about him or her makes 
you smile. Imagine the effort that you put in to caring for this person or creature, making sure 
they had everything they needed, maybe even spoiling them a bit. Just a bundle of joy! Now, 
imagine this loved one flat out rejecting you. It doesn’t want to hug you, it doesn’t want you to 
pet it or pick it up and hold it and kiss it. It doesn’t want to have anything to do with you 
whatsoever!  

And now try to think of what it must have been like for God to see His people defying 
His ways. The Israelites, God’s people, going after other gods, going as far away from Him as 
possible, sacrificing their children, straying from what was good and right.  

“For my people are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no 
understanding. They are skilled in doing evil, but do not know how to do good.”  

These words from our first reading might seem a little harsh, but I think given the depth 
of God’s love for His people, He could have used much more colourful language. God only 
wanted what was best for the Israelites and the Judeans. To bless them and prosper them, to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey, to bless those that blessed them, and curse those that 
cursed them. But the people chose to go their own ways and follow other gods.  

Thankfully things didn’t end there.  

Even though people didn’t follow God’s ways, God didn’t stop seeking after them. And 
He sent Himself into the world in the form of Jesus, seeking after anyone who would hear His 
voice. But there were still some resented God’s ways.  

Remember how our Gospel reading starts. “The tax collectors and sinners were coming 
near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.’” 

And Jesus goes on to tell a parable. “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

I’ve heard that this story is kind of a joke, kind of an absurd statement to get the people’s 
attention. If someone had 100 sheep and lost one, the people wouldn’t expect that person to leave 
the 99 behind in the wilderness of all places, not by a quiet stream, and risk losing more just to 
go after the one. The shepherd would risk losing his entire livelihood to go after the one that got 
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away, which is something that is just too preposterous to believe. That someone would leave 
everything they had to go after just one sheep. 

It seems too crazy, too outrageous to be true. But that’s the point, that’s how wild God’s 
love is for us. That He would go to extreme lengths over one lost sheep or one lost person. “Just 
so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who need no repentance.” 

And that’s great news. Because we are all sinners. And we all need God’s grace.  

Maybe we don’t realize to what degree we actually need God, but this is true for 
everyone. And the response in return to God’s radical love should produce a radical appreciation.  

When we look at Paul’s letter to Timothy, we can see this radical response and 
appreciation that Paul has. “I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted 
ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me 
an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

We know before Paul’s conversion that he persecuted the church. He says that he was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. If we measured ourselves against 
Paul we might not seem so bad, but what if we stopped for a minute to think about the sins we 
actually commit. Instead of using the penitential rite and those few moments of silence to confess 
our sins, how many could we actually come up with? I’m not saying this to sound self-righteous 
or to make you feel bad, but to really encourage us to think seriously about what our sins really 
are.  

The people in Jeremiah’s time were living their by their own ways….how different are 
we? We need to realize that we are sinners, and once we realize just how sinful we are, we can 
really appreciate what it is that God does for us. If Christ came for sinners and we think of 
ourselves as being pretty good people, but not really sinners then we’re not better than the 
grumbling Pharisees and scribes. Even though our sins, our desire to live by our ways rather than 
His, cause us to go astray, God still seeks us out. He doesn’t give up on us. And sometimes we 
make the right choice accept God’s grace, and give up going our own ways, to choose the better 
path and go God’s way.  

God loves us and cares for us and only wants what is best for us, even though at times we 
can’t see that. Or even though we would prefer to live according to our selfish ways which take 
us further away from what is actually good for us. But God has mercy on us and invites us to 
continue to follow Him even when we falter. And to top it off God can even use ordinary people 
like us, making us an example to those who would come to believe in Him for eternal life. 

How amazing is that?  
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Sometimes, often times, we live by our own ways, even though it hurts God. But God 
doesn’t stop loving us. He sent Himself into the world as Jesus, calling for us, seeking after us, 
rejoicing when we accept His mercy and grace. In turn this radical demonstration of love should 
cause us to be truly, deeply thankful when we consider how undeserving we are of God’s love 
and grace, and to think that He would use something as broken as us for His honour and glory, to 
bring others to believe in Him.  

There it is. That’s about as basic as it gets, and I’m thankful that these were the readings 
for today. They lend themselves to what we believe and profess as a community. And this might 
be a good place to stop, but I’ll risk continuing the sermon and hope that I’ll still have your 
attention for a couple of minutes more. 2 weeks ago the diocese had its clergy conference. And 
there is a lot that the guest speaker, Father James Mallon, said that has stuck with me, but there 
are a few things that I want to mention since they are somewhat related to this sermon.  

The first point is about grace – it’s not what we deserve. Grace is so amazing in that God 
lavishes us with His love and the promise of forgiveness and eternal life and we do nothing to 
deserve it. In contrast to the passage from Jeremiah where there was a covenant based on 
receiving good things for doing good, and vice versa, grace doesn’t follow those rules. We don’t 
deserve grace but it’s available to us anyway. Even when we sin and go about our own ways, 
God still loves us and will receive us, regardless of how bad we might seem.  

The second thing is about sheep. Father Mallon, worked with someone who used to work 
at a butcher shop. And he mentioned how to unload sheep. You get one, bring it to the 
designated place and you leave it there, and go for a cup of coffee. You don’t have to go back 
and forth, getting one sheep after the next until all the sheep are off the truck. The sheep gather 
around the other sheep. The shepherd doesn’t get all the sheep, the sheep follow after the sheep. 
Do you know why I’m telling you this? We’ve got alpha coming up, and people are going to 
follow you more than they’ll follow me.  

And there’s a LOT of people who can benefit from hearing the Good News, and learning 
what we heard today. That we’re sinners, that God loves us, and that God can use us. Some 
people have never heard that before, some people might have forgotten what this means, or it’s 
just a saying or cliché without any substance, but next week this really amazing event is kicking 
off and we’ve have a great gift and chance to do something remarkable for our God.  

I’ll leave you with 2 things to think about. One a quotation, the other a challenge.  

“The greater danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we might miss it, but that it 
is too low and we reach it.” Michelangelo.  

Low expectations yield low results, high expectations yield high results. I expect you participate 
in Alpha. This is something worthwhile with immeasurable benefits, and probably the best use of 
our time.  


