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May 15, 2016 

Pentecost 

Texts:  Acts 2:1-21  Romans 8:14-17  John 14:8-17, 25-27 

 

The tongues of fire and speaking in different languages get the attention of Pentecost but 
there is more to today than these sights and sounds.1 We’ll begin by looking at Romans. Even 
though the passage in Acts is the passage on Pentecost, I’m going to focus more on the other two 
readings.  

“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption.” 

Not a spirit of fear, but one of adoption, meaning the confidence and courage that comes 
from knowing that you have been chosen, accepted, and loved for who you are by our heavenly 
Father. Not fear, but courage.2 

 

I think that’s especially important to remember when we look at the news or consider 
some of our personal situations. Fear about what happens in Canada, in Fort McMurray, and our 
economy. Fear maybe about who the next president will be for our neighbours to the south. Fear 
or concern about what happens if the ferry doesn’t continue to operate. Maybe we’re fearful 
about our health, or someone we know whether family or friend. Fear of the future and its 
uncertainty, whatever it might be, there’s no shortage of reasons to be afraid these days.  

And as much as society or the media might try to portray a culture of fear, we need to be 
reminded of Paul’s words and of Pentecost. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.” 

God’s spirit bearing witness with our spirit, reminding us of whose we are, to whom we 
belong. This is the Spirit of Truth. The Spirit that was promised by Jesus thousands of years ago, 
and arrived at Pentecost. So let’s look at this promise 

When we look at our Gospel reading, it begins with a request. Philip asks, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Nowadays, we are so used to referring to God in parental 
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terms that it may be hard for us to realize the boldness of Philip’s request. Keep in mind that God 
was considered so awesome, so holy and beyond humanity, that practicing Jews like Philip 
wouldn’t even speak the name of God aloud, and yet in this scene Philip is asking to see God. 
Why? Because he’s afraid and wants comfort and assurance and security.3 It’s like a child in a 
difficult situation, asking for his mommy or her daddy.  

Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me, has seen the Father.” Jesus came in order that we 
might know that God is love, and know that God’s love is big enough for everything and all of 
creation. Maybe this answer didn’t satisfy Philip.  

So Jesus goes on, “Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me” 

Jesus is trying to tell Philip you don’t have to look for the Father because He is in me and 
I am with you. There is this mutual in-dwelling, and I’ll speak more about that next week. 

But last Sunday we mentioned how the readings over the past few weeks have been all 
over the place. We looked at the Ascension, and that Jesus told His followers to remain in 
Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit. In today’s reading Jesus is talking about the promise of 
the Spirit on the night before His crucifixion. Here in this week’s Gospel reading, Jesus says, 
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” 

How amazing is that. Even though Jesus knew He was going to die, and be resurrected, 
and even though He knew that He would have to return to heaven, He still promised that God’s 
presence would stay in the world through the Spirit.  “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have 
said to you.”  

The disciples didn’t have to memorize every single thing Jesus said and did because the 
Holy Spirit would teach them and remind them of everything. The Spirit gave Peter the words to 
speak at Pentecost, and was with the disciples so that they could continue in Christ’s work.  

And that’s what we celebrate today. Jesus kept His word, the Spirit was sent into the 
world and remains with us. “You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” 

The Holy Spirit abides with us, and is in us. May we take comfort in this fact.  Even 
though we see troubling things on the news, even when others around us – or we ourselves – 
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might be going through difficult times, we are reminded of the presence of the Spirit, who in turn 
reminds of Jesus’ words – do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  

  


