
June 19, 2016 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1-15 Luke 8:26-39 

 

A few weeks ago, we heard a story about the prophet Elijah having a showdown with the 
prophets of Baal. At Mount Carmel there is a contest to see which god will light their altar on 
fire. The prophets of Baal number 450 while representing the God of Israel is Elijah on his own. 
Lo and behold, the prophets of Baal petition morning and noon and nothing happens, but Elijah 
calls on the Lord and “the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the 
stones, and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench.” And now, in the next 
chapter we see what happened to Elijah.  

The prophets of Baal have been killed, and Queen “Jezebel [sends] a messenger to Elijah, 
saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one 
of them by this time tomorrow.’” 

Elijah gets scared and flees for his life, wishing he had not been born. That’s probably not 
what we’d expect to happen. If we were to re-write the story we would probably reward Elijah 
for his faithfulness, for remaining loyal to the God of Israel when everyone else abandoned the 
Lord and turned towards Baal. Maybe Elijah thought that he would have been rewarded too. But 
instead, reality proved to be quite different than our expectations. Elijah not only goes 
unrewarded, he is fleeing for his life.  

But in the midst of Elijah’s frustration, loneliness, and despair God is present. He tells 
Elijah to go out on the mountain because He is about to pass by. First comes a strong wind – so 
strong that it splits other mountains and breaks rocks…but the Lord was not in the wind.  

Next comes an earthquake, but the Lord was not in this either.  

And then a fire, maybe just like the kind of fire that consumed the burnt offering, wood, 
stones, dust, and water at Mount Carmel; surely this was how God would speak to Elijah. Still 
no. But finally after the fire there is the sound of sheer silence.  

And this is how God speaks to Elijah. Once again, perhaps we’d like to rewrite the script, 
because it just doesn’t seem like what we would expect from God. Being made known not 
through mighty acts of controlling the elements of nature but through ordinary silence.  

After looking at this passage we can say that God works in unexpected ways, but He is 
present nevertheless.  

Now let’s turn to our Gospel reading.  

Our text today comes after Jesus and His disciples cross over to the other side of the lake. 
The famous story of Jesus calming the storm leaving the disciples in shocked and amazement, 
wondering “Who then is this, that even the winds and the water obey him?” 

So they arrive in this country, opposite Galilee, and Jesus meets a man possessed by 
many demons. He wore no clothes, he did not live in a home but among the tombs. He was kept 



under chains and shackles but would break free from them and be driven into the wild. And 
regardless of whatever physical strength this demon-possessed man had, he could not break his 
spiritual chains and shackles. And Jesus, seeing this man afflicted by a legion of demons, 
commands them to come out of him.  

In contrast to Elijah, where God seems wholly absent until Elijah is far away from home, 
here Jesus comes to be present with this man even when he hasn’t been looking for Jesus or 
wondering where God is. 

God works in unexpected ways, but He is present nevertheless. 

Perhaps even more intriguing than the exchange between Jesus and the demons is the fact 
that Jesus is in this country in the first place. Jesus leaves the comfortable, predominantly Jewish 
area of Galilee and crosses the sea to the land of the Gerasenes. This is Gentile territory, not a 
place a Jewish rabbi would normally venture.1 

But the story doesn’t end there. When the swineherds saw what happened, they ran off 
and told people in the city and the country so that they came to see for themselves. And when 
they arrive they see Jesus and the man who had been possessed, sitting in his right mind with 
clothes on. And do you know what their response was? They aren’t happy that this man has now 
been cured, they don’t praise God or celebrate – they were afraid. “Then all the people of the 
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great 
fear. So he got into the boat and returned.” 

Fear prevents the people from staying in God’s presence. Fear compels them to ask Jesus 
to leave. The status quo is comfortable, it’s familiar, and if Jesus wants to disrupt it then He can 
leave rather than us changing.  

This story is intriguing, particularly when we read it alongside 1 Kings. Elijah does a 
mighty deed, showing great faith, and is compelled to leave. He is afraid and doesn’t know what 
to do, yet God finds him and God tells him to return.  

Jesus does a mighty deed, showing great power, and at the request of the country people 
Jesus is asked to leave and returns home. Both of them disrupt the status quo and are punished 
for doing the right thing.  

And I think both of these stories point to this theme of God works in unexpected ways, 
but He is present nevertheless. But even more important than this theme is where God is 
present – in the places where we don’t expect God to be, in the places that we don’t really want 
to go, these are the places that God can still be found.  

Remember that Jesus found the man who was possessed not just outside of the city, but in 
the tombs – among the dead. Tombs, we should note, were a place considered unclean. This 
means that Jesus, who was going around proclaiming the coming kingdom of God, goes to an 
unclean Gentile land, to meet a man possessed by an unclean spirit, living in an unclean place.2 

Jesus goes to the unclean places, to be with the unclean, to remove the things that oppress them. 

																																																													
1	David	Lose.	http://www.davidlose.net/2016/06/pentecost-5-c-god-in-the-shadow-lands/	
2	David	Lose.	http://www.davidlose.net/2016/06/pentecost-5-c-god-in-the-shadow-lands/	



All of this suggests to that there is absolutely nowhere God is not willing to go to reach 
and free and heal those who are broken and despairing.3 Which, when you think about it, is 
where God usually shows up. At our moments of profound doubt, grief, loss, and defeat.  

What we should take away from this week’s sermon is that there is no place on earth that 
is God-forsaken. And more importantly, there is no person that is God-forsaken. Unclean. 
Outcast. Abandoned. Unpopular. Incarcerated. Unbeliever. No one is left out.4  

In the story, there is no indication that the Gentile man who was possessed later became 
Jewish or Christian. He wants to follow Jesus, but Jesus sends him back home with the 
instructions, “Go and tell what God has done for you.”5 

There are no conditions about whether you’re wealthy or poor. Whether you’re from one 
ethnic group…or another. Jesus seeks out everyone, even this unclean man possessed by an 
unclean spirit living in an unclean place. And in this same way God loves us all: female and 
male; young and old; gay or straight; white, black, yellow, brown; believers and non-believers; 
able-bodied or disabled, whatever the differences might be. 

This might lead us to ask, where are we willing to go? Whom are we willing to love? Are 
we willing to leave the comfort of our homes to go across the lake so to speak, to an unclean, 
uncomfortable place?  

God works in unexpected ways, but He is present nevertheless. 

This is not often easy work, of course, but we take it up and go out knowing that God is 
with us, working through us to seek out those in need, to share a word or act of mercy and grace, 
and to witness to the hope we have in Jesus, the one who continues to seek us out when we feel 
down and out, caught in the shadow lands, eager for a new identity and future. 

 

In the wake of another violent crime of hate and terror, we need, to be reminded that God 
is always among those in greatest pain and need and, second, that we are sent to go and do 
likewise. This week, that means God was particularly present in Orlando, and so should we, 
whether through our prayers or other means of support, be present to those in need. 

 

And sometimes all you need to be effective is a still small, but powerful, voice.  
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