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David is confronted by Nathan 

• Judges the rich man in the story harshly 
• God gave David everything, but it wasn’t enough for him 
• Live by the sword, die by the sword; an eye for an eye 

o David sins, baby conceived in sin and is struck dead – not something we think of 
as fair today, but the ancient world understood things as having a cause and effect 
relationship, corollary effects; sin could pass on from generation to generation 

• At the end of this reading it says that God has put away David’s sin, and that he won’t die 
because of it, but the fate of his son will be different 

What does this have to do with the other readings? 

 

This story about a woman anointing Jesus is in all four gospels, but where they appear is 
different. For Mark and Matthew, this story occurs much later, just a few days before Jesus’ 
death. In John’s gospel this story takes place almost a week before Jesus’ crucifixion. In both 
accounts, however, we can probably say these writers are trying to portray the woman – whoever 
she is – as someone who is preparing Jesus’ body for burial, using an expensive fragrant 
ointment. Luke places this story much earlier than the days leading up to Jesus’ arrest and death 
which is 15 chapters later.  Up to now in Luke we’ve read about Jesus’ birth, His appearance as a 
young boy in the temple, being baptized by John, and then calling His disciples, teaching, 
healing, doing some unorthodox things like by hanging out with certain people – sinners and tax 
collectors. But who is Jesus? Do we enough about Him after 7 chapters to think that He is the 
Messiah, God’s own Son?  

The centurion thought so, maybe a few others did after they heard about or saw Jesus 
raise a widow’s dead son, but not everyone was convinced of who Jesus was. So we keep this in 
mind as we read the passage. Maybe Simon, the Pharisee who invited Jesus to his home, was 
trying to get a better sense of who Jesus really was.  

We don’t really know if he was a friend or a foe. We don’t know if Simon genuinely 
wanted to hear more of Jesus’ teaching, or if he really wanted to trick Jesus. What we do 
discover is that he was not a particularly good host, and that he was wrongly hypocritical of 
Jesus. 

And during this dinner, seemingly out of nowhere comes a woman – uninvited – and 
causes a scene. This woman, who Luke and Simon identify as a sinner, they don’t say which sin 
or sins she is guilty of only that she is a sinner…this woman lets her hair down and wipes Jesus’ 
feet with it, along with her tears and ointment. This woman’s actions are quite radical. Wearing 
your hair down was not something women did in public or in front of strangers. And she’s 
crying, maybe wailing, so much that her tears are bathing Jesus’ feet. And Luke doesn’t mention 
how costly this fragrant ointment is but the other gospels tell us it was expensive. This is really a 
radical, extreme, display of emotions. The text doesn’t say how Jesus reacts, but the host is quite 
put out that Jesus is letting her do this.  

And perceiving Simon’s thoughts, Jesus tells him a story to get His point across. There is 
a creditor with two debtors – one owes 500 days’ wages, and the other 50. The generous creditor 
cancels the debt of them both because neither of them are able to pay him back. Jesus asks 
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Simon which debtor will love the creditor more? Simon responds correctly, the one with the 
greater debt, the one who owed more.  

And Jesus goes to point out what a poor host Simon has been – not giving Jesus water for 
His dirty, dusty feet, no welcoming kiss, no oil for His head; but the sinful woman on the other 
hand has washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and dried them with her hair, she relentlessly kisses 
Jesus’ feet, and has anointed them as well.  

Then Jesus says, “Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; 
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 

It seems as if Jesus is trying to use a story, like Nathan did with David, to show Simon 
the error of his thinking. If Jesus is the creditor and the debt is not financial but spiritual, having 
to pay for one’s sins, then we can think of the debtor who owed 500 days’ wages as the sinful 
woman, and the one who owed 50 as Simon. If Jesus forgives them both it is reasonable to think 
that the woman would love Jesus more than the Pharisee, which compels her to show extreme, 
radical displays of gratitude and thankfulness, while Simon appears a stingy host and someone 
who doesn’t get the big picture. Simon thinks “If this man were a prophet, he would have known 
who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.” The problem is 
that Simon does not understand the true nature of God’s love and acceptance. Simon would 
reject the woman and think that she was unworthy of God’s forgiveness, whereas Jesus sees the 
woman’s true character – perhaps her repentance – and does not reject her based on her past.  

 

I have a question now – where are we in this story? Are we in the story at all? Do we 
think of ourselves as the woman, who kneels before Jesus thanking Him for paying the debt we 
cannot pay? Or are we like the Pharisee, unaware of our own sins while judging others and trying 
to determine who is worthy of God’s love, acceptance, and forgiveness?  

Keep that question in the back of your mind.  

 

But the passage doesn’t end there…the chapter ends, but our reading includes 3 verses 
from Luke 8. It tells us that “women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities” join 
Jesus and His disciples as He goes through cities and villages proclaiming the kingdom of God: 
“Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of 
Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their 
resources.” 

There is a direct response by these women to what Jesus has done in their lives. Jesus 
heals them and they follow Him. Maybe they drop whatever they’re doing, leaving their husband 
or families behind to follow Jesus. Keep in mind that in a patriarchal society, women were 
identified by their relationship to men. Like “Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza” or so 
and so, the daughter of this man. For these women to follow after a man to whom they were not 
married is a radical response to their healing. It doesn’t say whether Mary of Susanna were 
married, but in any case their decision to follow Jesus is still radical. And the only reason for 
why they would have dropped everything to follow some man, is because they realized Jesus 
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wasn’t just some other man – He was God in flesh. And it was worth giving up their identity, 
their everything to follow Jesus and be re-identified as one of His followers.  

 

Just before I wrap up I want to take a quick look at Galatians. And in essence the 
message that Paul is trying to get across is that one is not saved by works, but by faith. No one 
can pay the debt of sin by works, by only following rules and the law. You might be a good 
person, but that doesn’t erase your mistakes, or make you justified. The only way to get rid of sin 
is through faith in Jesus. That doesn’t mean we continue to sin, just because we have been saved 
and justified. The decision to be identified as a follower of Christ means giving up 
everything…like the women who follow Jesus, or as Paul puts it, being crucified with Christ.  

 

That’s a lot to process in a few minutes, so let’s review what we talked about. David is 
confronted by Nathan about his sin. God gives David a second chance, but it comes at a very 
expensive price – the death of his son and period of war and unrest in Israel.  

 

Jesus accepts an invitation to dinner by a Pharisee named Simon, when a sinful woman 
shows up and creates a dramatic scene. Simon makes his own judgment about who Jesus is, 
failing to realize his poor hospitality and that God’s way of love, acceptance, and forgiveness is 
available to everyone…but this comes with the need to repent.  

 

Paul tells us that no matter how good you are, one cannot be justified by works or 
through the law, but only by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ. And that means 
repenting, turning away from the sins of the past, not repeating the same mistakes, so that Christ 
may live in us. 

Second chances, grace, repentance. These might sound like basic Christian principles, 
maybe ones that we hear so often that we don’t really hear them.  

 

I want to share with you a quotation from Dietrich Bonhoeffer, but first I’ll tell you a 
little bit about him in case you aren’t familiar with this name. Bonhoeffer was a German 
Lutheran pastor, and theologian. He wrote many influential books but is best remembered for 
opposing the Nazi regime. He was vocal against Hitler’s dictatorship, was arrested in 1943 and 
executed by hanging in 1945.  

 

Bonhoeffer said, “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring 
repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, absolution 
without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, 
grace without Jesus Christ.” 
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It’s easy to preach on forgiveness, but there needs to be repentance. Baptism means being 
identified with Christ, born into a new life, dying to sin and living by grace. I’m glad that we 
have a time of confession and absolution in our service, but if these are simply memorized and 
uttered by rote, without any personal admissions then we’re just going through the motions.  

I asked earlier if we were in the story from Luke. Are we like the woman who is truly 
repentant? Or are we like Simon, thinking we’re pretty good people, yet unaware of our 
shortcomings which are plain to Jesus?  

 


