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I won’t begin by asking you if you remember what last week’s sermon was about…I trust 
you were able to retain the information and really think about what we talked about last Sunday.  

I can’t say that I’d blame you…it seems, occasionally not always, but it seems as though 
the days and the weeks kind of just blur together and the next thing you know we’re here again, 
another week has gone by, or it’s time to turn the page on the calendar.  

On the one hand we are preoccupied with the day-to-day things, like figuring out what to 
eat; how are we doing financially; maybe we’re trying to get work done/projects around the 
home while the weather is good; but then again there may be concerns about the weather, when 
is the heat going to stop; or perhaps our lives are consumed with something else altogether – 
stress with family matters or planning something, whatever it might be. The daily tasks of life 
might seem trivial or insignificant, just many small things each day, which turn the days into 
weeks and the weeks into months. 

So, in order to break up the boring routine or the monotony of each week, we look 
forward to something else – like a vacation or an upcoming get-together with friends or family. 
This might seem to be the case more so in winter than summer but nevertheless, I think most of 
us would agree that days can get boring unless there’s something else to look forward to.  

The writer of Ecclesiastes says that all of this is vanity. “I saw all the deeds that are done 
under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.” The writer continues, “I hated all 
my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after 
me —and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish?” 

After all of his hard work, years and years of labour, the writer knows that when he dies 
he isn’t going to get to keep any of it! All those years of hard work and whatever he has to show 
for it is going to be left to others – and who knows what they’ll do with it?! Use it, sell it, spend 
it, give it away for nothing?  This also is vanity. 

The book of Ecclesiastes can be fascinating, but it isn’t filled with gloomy pessimistic 
stories. I encourage you to read it. Its wise words might surprise us sometimes, but it also urges 
us to take pleasure in the simple things in life – to take joy in eating, drinking, and being in the 
company of others.  

That’s part of what it says. Just take joy in the simple things – the day to day things that 
can be so basic, these are the regular things in which we are encouraged to find our pleasures. In 
our food, drink, and company of others. In a sense that’s a small part of what we do after church 
– and in a very basic way, these are simple components in our sacrament of communion.  

Some of us might be thinking there’s got to be more to life than just that. What about the 
big house, nice cars, the status symbols that make us feel good? Living in a capitalist country, no 
matter how much we have, we are always aware of things we don’t have. Or even if we do have 
a particular product we are still encouraged by ads, and media to get a newer version of it 
regardless of whether or not it’s better or if our item has already ran its course. We are 
bombarded by marketing experts whose job it is to convince us of all the products we need to 
have in order to complete our lives. And so we never quite feel that we have enough. 

We are convinced that we need to get the newer, bigger thing. Like the rich farmer, we 
are tempted to think that having large amounts of money and possessions stored up will make us 
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secure. Sooner or later, however, we learn that no amount of wealth or property can save one’s 
soul. 

I want to clarify that there’s nothing wrong with saving, or using some of your money to 
enjoy the finer things in life. It is not the case that God doesn’t want us to be happy with material 
things, or save for retirement or future needs. It is not that God doesn’t want us to “eat, drink, 
and be merry” and enjoy what God has given us. We know from the Gospels that Jesus spent 
time eating and drinking with people and enjoying life. But he was also clear about what He was 
doing here on earth, and where He was going after He completed His mission.  

The main thing to remember is our priorities. Our readings today tell us that what is 
important under the sun is how we invest our lives and the gifts that God has given us. The rich 
farmer is a fool not because he is wealthy or because he saves for the future, but because he 
appears to live only for himself, and because he believes that he can secure his soul with his 
abundant possessions. 

When the rich man talks in this parable, he talks only to himself, and the only person he 
refers to is himself, it is very individualistic: “What should I do, for I have no place to store my 
crops?” “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all 
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry’” (12:17-19). 

The rich man has a very individualistic attitude and perspective…somewhat like the 
growing trend we see in Canada. It might be harder to notice in rural areas, but there is a 
prevalent individualistic attitude that we can see. Maybe we even hear it in younger generations. 
I saw a story on the news yesterday of some teens who climbed an NBpower transmission tower 
in Saint John. It’s about 60m tall, they weren’t supposed to be there, and they didn’t have any 
climbing equipment or protective gear, and when interviewed on of the teens said something like 
“I like the risk and this is what’s for me, and it might not be for everyone else, but to each his 
own right?” 

This is what I feel like doing so I’m going to do it, and I don’t care about the 
consequences to anyone else. Sound kind of familiar? It can be hard to reconcile our wants and 
desires with that of the greater good. It can also be challenging in an individualistic society to 
live out our calling of serving others and being considerate of someone besides ourselves or our 
families. But this is precisely what Christ compels us to do, and what Paul urges us to do.  
“…seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.” 

Seek the things that are heavenly not earthly. Don’t make all of your life’s work about 
getting material objects; don’t set your minds on temporary things on earth. Paul is pleading with 
us to look beyond this, which is difficult because all we can see with our eyes are the things on 
earth. This isn’t helped by the ads, the media, the other houses we see, new cars each year, 
jewelry, stores galore, the desire to get more. Paul reminds us, however, that “our life is hidden 
with Christ in God.” We cannot see our souls, or know what they’ll look like in heaven. It is 
hidden with Christ in God, which reassures us but makes it harder to focus on, yet this is what 
Paul wants us to do. He doesn’t want us to get distracted by trying to keep up with the Jones’; he 
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tell us don’t set your minds and hearts on things that are on earth. Instead look up, look ahead, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is. Even though we cannot see Christ with our eyes, 
or see how our souls are secured, we have the confidence in knowing that this is what awaits 
because of the witness and testimony of our forebears in faith.  

So, let us not get bogged down with the day to day or become preoccupied with the 
things of this world. We know that we came into the world with nothing, and when it’s time 
we’ll go out the same way. Paul reminds us to set our minds on things above, rather than material 
things, like the self-centered rich man. That doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy the fruits of our labour 
or our lot in life, but rather that we enjoy these things that we do have while also remembering 
the needs of others. Take time to eat, drink, and be merry with good company, but don’t be self-
centered and consumed with thinking only about yourself or delusional that what you accumulate 
can save your soul. Our lives are hidden with Christ, and that’s what we need to keep in mind. So 
let’s not get carried away with the temporary, material things around us, but seek the things that 
are above. Amen.  


