
Who remembers the readings from last week, or a main point of the sermon? Last week 
we talked about Mary and Martha; the need for awareness about being in God’s presence, and 
also the need to be hospitable to those around us.  

Mary and Martha, in a way, reflect the importance of listening before acting and doing. 
And I believe that theme holds true for today’s readings as well.  

In our Gospel reading we see that one of the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, 
just as John the Baptist had taught his own disciples to pray. I don’t know if this meant that 
John’s disciples were known for praying in a certain way, or if some of the disciples simply 
didn’t know how to communicate with God, or if maybe they felt that they were unworthy to 
speak to the Creator of the universe. Whatever the case might have been, Jesus doesn’t hesitate 
to teach them.  

So they listen to what Jesus prays first, so that later they will be able to pray on their own. 
Listening before doing.  

And the passage from Colossians really articulates this order. The language and the 
words used might sound so familiar to us that we gloss over what Paul is trying to say to the faith 
community.  

“As you, therefore, have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith.”1 Rooted, built, established – these 
are all words that convey a sense of permanence and stability…something that is stationary and 
unmoving.” And I don’t think that the writer accidentally puts these words first, which connote a 
sense of being established and preparing before acting. I think it’s intentional because they are 
foundational for what is built up on it, or established on it.  

The writer goes on, live or “walk” in Christ, abounding in thanksgiving or “overflowing” 
in thanksgiving. Here is the active energy, the dynamism of discipleship, the constant movement 
towards the kingdom of God. But this liveliness is to be rooted like a tree, built up like a secure 
structure with an established faith of some settled certainty. If all we have is the dynamism of 
faith without deep roots and foundations, then we have no stability or grounding in our lives or in 
our faith. And if all we have are roots and foundations without dynamism and change, then we 
are caught in the no man’s land, going nowhere.2  

We need both the roots and foundation to build, and also the liveliness and action to move 
forward. Not one or the other, but both. Similar to last week, not Martha or Mary but both of 
them, both awareness and hospitality, listening and then doing.  

We need to be rooted in God and our faith in Jesus before we can actually go forward. 
We need to be in tune with God so that we know how and what His Spirit is speaking to us 
today.  

Our passage in Colossians reminds us “When we were buried with Jesus in baptism, we 
were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And 
when we were dead in trespasses, God made us alive together with him, when he forgave us all 
our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
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When we hear the word baptism we probably think of a little baby, pretty white clothes, 
and a little sprinkling of water on the forehead. But baptism symbolizes much more than that – 
and actually it’s quite violent imagery. We sprinkle water for practical purposes, but if our 
bodies were submerged under water, repeatedly, it would make our understanding more vivid – 
almost like drowning, burying our physical bodies so that in baptism we can begin a new life, a 
spiritual one. Just as Christ was raised from the dead, we symbolically die to our selves and 
begin to live in Christ. We are transformed and cleansed with the water, God forgiving all our 
sins and giving us a new life and a fresh start.  

That’s very powerful.  

Far from perhaps what we are accustomed to today – getting baptized because it’s the 
thing to do. That’s not wrong, but in some ways it can lead us away from what the writer in 
Colossians is trying to say, which is that as Christians our foundation is Christ. Being baptized is 
a public and open announcement or confession that this is what we believe. It is Christ that roots 
us, on Christ that we build upon, and it is in Christ that we are established. Not doctrines and 
teachings, not angels or prophets, but Christ Himself.   

This is what is at the heart of what we need to listen to before we act. What we need to 
know before we can move forward. Because others will try to divide us. Others want to break us 
down. What we read in Colossians is kind of like a warning, “See to it that no one takes you 
captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.”  

Colossae, located in Asia Minor, just across the sea from Greece would have been 
exposed to all kinds of philosophies and schools of thought. Even today we can see people 
arguing any given topic and have any number of responses based on their thinking. Some even 
use Scripture to attack or defend certain perspectives, but in our passage we are reminded that it 
must be according to Christ.  

How do we know what’s according to Christ? We need to listen before acting. Prayer is 
so important. Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer does not include thy will be done but we pray 
that line each service so we know that it is not we who are acting by ourselves, but God working 
and willing through us.  

And once we have developed a personal relationship with God, we have a better 
understanding of what His will is and what His nature is. We can see this in the relationship 
between Abraham and God.  

By Genesis 18 Abraham had been called by God to leave his home and go to a foreign 
place; he has received a new name, and entered into a covenant with God.  

Abraham knew at least a bit about God’s character which leads him to ask…“Will you 
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do what is just?” Abraham recognizes God as being a supreme judge, a just God, 
one who treats the righteous fairly and does not punish them along with the wicked.  

And Abraham continues. “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but 
dust and ashes.” Abraham not only recognizes the character of God, but we can say he has a 
humble opinion of himself – someone who is but dust and ashes.  



Abraham is sometimes referred to as the father of our faith. We know that Abraham 
wasn’t perfect, but that he was a faithful, godly man.  

Abraham could have a conversation with God in a way that we cannot today, with direct 
responses, but I wonder what our attitude is like when we pray to God. Do we consider ourselves 
dust and ashes, or something else? Do we thank God for the gift of prayer and being able to 
speak with Him, or do we expect God to listen to us because we know that He cares about us?  

It’s hard to know. On the one hand we should be humble and grateful, but on the other 
hand we know that we are made in God’s image and as a loving Father He wants to give us what 
we ask for. So what do we do? How do we pray?  

I think this goes back to listening before acting. Developing a relationship with God so 
that we can speak openly and freely with Him, like Abraham, getting a better idea of what He 
wants, not only for us but for all of creation.  

In order to do that we need to really develop our faith in Christ, because He is who 
grounds us and who we build upon, as Colossians tells us. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, and 
we have the same opportunity to learn to pray from Him, and to pray directly to God. May God 
strengthen us as we try to discern His will and grow closer to Him, in order that His will may be 
done as we go forward. Amen.  


