
July 10, 2016 

Main text: Luke 10:25-37 

Today’s gospel reading is such a famous parable that it’s hard to say something new 
about it. Even in pop culture there are references to being “a good Samaritan” – any Seinfeld 
fans out there?  

Before getting to the message I want to take a look at the social, cultural context in which 
Samaritans were viewed. Samaritans were despised by the Jewish people. Samaritans claimed 
they are Israelite descendants of the Northern Israelite tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh (the sons 
of Joseph), who survived the destruction of the Kingdom of Israel by the Assyrians in 722 BCE.1 
The emergence of the Samaritans as an ethnic and religious community appears to have occurred 
at some point after the Assyrian conquest of the Israelite Kingdom of Israel in approximately 721 
BCE.2 Until recently it was customary to believe that the Samaritans originated from a mixture 
of the people living in Samaria and other peoples at the time of the conquest of Samaria by 
Assyria (722–721 BCE)3 but that is not necessarily the case. After the death of Solomon the 
kingdom split in two, the Kingdom of Israel with its capital Samaria and the Kingdom of Judah 
with its capital Jerusalem.4 The Samaritans believed that Mount Gerizim was the original Holy 
Place of Israel from the time that Joshua conquered Israel, whereas the Jewish people believe 
Jerusalem to be the holy place. Judah, portrayed Israel as a sinful kingdom, divinely punished for 
its idolatry and iniquity by5 being destroyed by the Assyrians in 720 BCE. All of this is to say 
that there is a complicated, hostile relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans. So instead 
of the Samaritans being understood as a mixed-blood people, perhaps they were people who 
thought differently and had different values than the Jewish people.  

So there’s a bit of history for today. Now this parable of the Good Samaritan comes about 
because of a discourse between a lawyer and Jesus. The lawyer, an expert in the Torah the law of 
Moses, was more like what we’d consider a theologian or religious expert more than a legal 
professional. So this lawyer, wanting to see how much this Jesus figure really knows about the 
law decides to quiz Him. So he asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus 
responds to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” The lawyer answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” So the lawyer is on the right 
track, Jesus recognizes this, and He says to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and 
you will live.” 

But the lawyer doesn’t stop there. Wanting to justify himself, he asks Jesus another 
question, “And who is my neighbor?” The way the word “justify” is used here could mean “to 
show, or exhibit one to be righteous, such as he is righteous and wishes himself to be considered 
so.” We can think of the lawyer, then, as wanting to demonstrate or show his righteousness by 
interrogating Jesus as to who is his neighbour? And Jesus tells him this parable.  
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It’s probably a familiar story to many of us. A man is traveling and along the road 
encounters some trouble when robbers beat him, strip him, and leave him for dead. Helpless and 
alone the traveler is helpless and too weak to do anything or go anywhere. But the road he takes 
has other travelers along the route as well. And the first person to go by is a priest. But when the 
priest saw the man laying there he passed by on the other side. So much for priests being 
compassionate and caring, this priest doesn’t want to get involved in anything that isn’t his own 
business, so he turns a blind eye to the man and caries along his way.  

But another traveler comes by sometime late, and it is a Levite, someone from the 
priestly tribe, responsible for religious and political duties. Surely this man who is so concerned 
about other people would stop to help the man. But he doesn’t. Instead, the Levite has the same 
response as the priest, he walks by on the other side leaving the bruised and weary traveler.  

And then a third person comes along the route, a Samaritan of all people. The crowd is 
expecting Jesus to say that the Samaritan would surely be the one to pass by the traveler and 
cross on the other side, but that’s not what happens. Even though the priest and Levite didn’t 
want to get involved, the Samaritan sees the man and was moved with pity. He is so moved that 
he decides to do something about it, so he goes to the traveler, treats his wounds and bandages 
them. And he could have stopped there and told himself he did a good job, but he goes the extra 
mile. He put the bloodied man on his own animal – possibly meaning he had to walk on foot for 
the rest of the way – and the Samaritan takes the man to an inn and continues to care for him as 
he slowly recovers. The Samaritan also pays for housing the traveler and any other costs that 
might be needed to help him recover. The Samaritan is moved by pity, goes to the traveler, 
bandages him, puts him on his own animal, pays for him to heal at the inn and does whatever he 
can to help him recover. His gets involved emotionally, physically, financially, maybe 
spiritually.  

And then Jesus asks the lawyer a question – “Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” And the lawyer responds, “The 
one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus concludes the conversation by saying “Go and do 
likewise.”  

Go and do likewise. There’s a call to action. Last week you were hosted and got to enjoy 
some hospitality, but this week there’s a call to action. And next week will be something else but 
we won’t get there yet. Let’s think a bit more about what Jesus is saying to the lawyer and to us 
as well. Go and do likewise. Go and get involved emotionally, physically, financially, maybe 
spiritually for those who are in need – not just the ones we want to help, but whoever it is in 
need.  

I would argue it’s probably easier for us to help those who seem to be more like us as 
than to help those who appear to be different or other. But it is precisely the fact that the 
Samaritan is helping this other person that we are supposed to look beyond our own and help 
even the ones who are different from us, even the ones we might despise. To me this seems like 
it would be easier to do in Toronto than here. Homelessness is more visible, there are many, 
many different kinds of other – in terms of nationality or ethnic background, sexual orientation, 
religion, social standing, income, whatever it might be. And while it might be easier to identify 
the other, we know there are still many people in need in our communities and around the world. 
And I want to take a moment to say how great I think it is that we are supporting a refugee 
family in conjunction with other parishes in the archdeaconry, even though we never met this 



family and they are different in terms of skin colour, religion, language – we are being 
neighbourly towards them simply because it’s the right thing to do. Because our faith is meant to 
be active, because Jesus tells us to go and do likewise.  

That’s how the passage ends, but I want to go back to the beginning to how this parable 
began in the first place. Do you remember what the lawyer asks Jesus? “What must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” My bet is that if you ask this question to most Christians today they would 
say believe in Jesus and accept Him as your Lord and Saviour, or something along those lines. 
Now I’m not saying that answer is wrong but my hunch is that there would be an emphasis on 
one’s belief, one’s internal faith, one’s mind and/or heart but that the active part of faith would 
be omitted, as though faith is confined to the head and not meant to be acted upon or carried out 
with our voices, hands, and feet. Belief in Jesus cannot leave out His commands. Go and do 
likewise. That’s an order, that’s something for us to do, not just to believe in Jesus and stop 
there, but to follow His teachings, continue in His love and His mission in the world today.  

So let’s remember this – that when we think about the good Samaritan, it’s not just a 
story about being kind to everyone, as important as that is, it’s about getting involved for those in 
need, getting involved emotionally, physically, financially, because we have been called to do so 
spiritually with an active faith when Jesus says “Go and do likewise.”  


