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We have some pretty long readings today. But the point of this was to get a sense of the 
bigger picture, rather than looking at segments of passages like we do on most Sundays. Usually 
we have a few verses here and a few verses there, and these portions of Scripture are almost 
isolated from their place in a given book. It is rare, if ever, that we see two different readings 
from the same book.  

But I wanted to take a look at how these different dreams of Joseph influence and shape 
his life. This month we’re going to look at some of the different ways that God speaks to us, and 
we’ll begin with dreams. 

I know that dreams aren’t really an obvious way that God speaks to us; or rather that it 
seems like there are better options to start off a series. I’m not crazy, but I think that dreams and 
visions played an important role in Scripture, and in the ancient world, and that we shouldn’t 
discount them. With our 21st century perspectives we probably try to rationalize or explain our 
dreams, or deduce them psychologically, or maybe we just write them off altogether if they don’t 
seem to make sense. But I think that if we consider some of today’s readings and a couple of 
examples, dreams and visions deserve more recognition.  

So, looking at Genesis, it is best to think of these dreams of Joseph as scenes from a 
larger narrative rather than single, complete stories. In the first instances, Joseph dreams of 
greatness. His brothers already hated him, and there’s no way that he thought this story would go 
over well with them, but he tells them of his dreams anyway. One, with his brothers’ sheaves of 
wheat bowing down to his; the other with the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowing down 
before him. Both dreams portray Joseph, who is the youngest by the way, as some kind of a 
master or ruler while his older brothers, and even his mother and father, bow down to him. So 
after hearing about this the brothers hate him even more and this turns into a plot to kill him! 
Eventually one of his brothers, Reuben convinces them not to kill Joseph, and then Judah 
persuades them to sell him to a traveling caravan.  

I wonder if this would have happened if Joseph didn’t mention his dream. His brothers 
were jealous, and hated him already, but was it the dreams that pushed them over the edge and 
caused them to sell him?  

I wonder if Joseph would have ended up in Egypt if he didn’t share this dream with 
anyone else?  

You see it is ironic that the very dreams Joseph has is what gets him into trouble, but it 
also his ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dream that saves him and makes him the second-most 
powerful ruler in all of Egypt. So on one hand Joseph is punished for sharing his dreams about 
his family members bowing down to him, which foreshadows what actually takes place. And all 
of these series of events become the way by which Jacob’s descendants will survive a terrible 
famine. 

At first it seems as though Joseph’s dreams expel him, but in the end it is his dreams and 
ability to interpret the dreams of others that saves not only himself but his family and all of 
Egypt. But the way that God spoke to Joseph and revealed these things was through dreams.  

It wasn’t like the way God spoke to Noah, saying build an ark with these dimensions; no, 
God spoke to Joseph through dreams. And it is interesting that such an important message was 
carried by such a questionable avenue.  
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Even for Peter, a really special moment in Christianity – the decision to include the Gentiles, this 
shift was communicated through a vision by God.  

I think one of the perks about being a Christian is not having dietary restrictions. But this 
comes from this vision Peter had. Imagine that for thousands of years you were unable to eat 
certain foods, then God speaks to you three times, while you’re hungry, and says you can eat 
these foods now. What would you do? How would you respond to something like that?  

And to top it off, as Peter wakes up from this profound, life-changing, history-altering, 
power nap and some gentiles show up asking for him. And led by the Spirit, Peter goes to them 
and speaks with them.  

Through this vision of animals being deemed clean, Peter comes to the conclusion that 
God is making things new, and he mentions this to Cornelius when he says, “You yourselves 
know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me 
that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.” And he continues, “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.” 

And from this point on the Gospel of Jesus Christ was preached to all peoples. The Holy 
Spirit came upon the Gentiles and this growing movement extended beyond Israel to include the 
whole world today. And this message from God came in a vision, a dream.  

Nowadays we might have silly dreams – ones that don’t make sense, including people we 
know or don’t know, relationships changed around, super powers or special abilities that we 
know can’t exist when we awake. But I would venture that every so often we have a really vivid 
dream that sticks with us, or reaches us on a level that words or other experiences cannot.  

Has anyone had one of these kinds of dreams?  

We tend to discount dreams and visions today but they were taken seriously in the 
ancient world. Maybe dreams can still speak to us, and reach us, in a special way even if most of 
them don’t seem to make sense. So let’s think about this unique way that God spoke to His 
people, and consider how He might speak through dreams and visions again.  


