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April 24, 2016 

Easter 5 

Texts:   Acts 11:1-18 Revelation 21:1-6  John 13:31-35 

 

What would you do if this was your last day on earth? Sunday, April 24th, you’ve got less 
than 24 hours to live…what would you do?  

Blow all of your money doing something that you’ve always wanted to do? Maybe live it 
out just like any other day. Or perhaps spend time with family and friends.  

Our Gospel reading takes place on the night before Jesus’ death, Maundy Thursday. After 
washing the disciples’ feet, after the Last Supper, Jesus is with His closest followers and tells 
them these words we read today. “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

It all comes back to love. Jesus knows that Judas is going to betray Him and hand Him 
over to be killed, and in the time He has left Jesus teaches His disciples about love. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  

That’s not easy to do is it? No matter who it is that we’re called to love, it can be difficult; 
especially when we’re supposed to love with the same depth and selflessness that Jesus is talking 
about. Even though Jesus said this to His 11 disciples – that they should love one another, this is 
really a call to all disciples to love one another. 

I mentioned in one of my earlier sermons that love isn’t something that is passive, it’s not 
just a noun it’s also a verb, it’s something that we do. And since Jesus was willing to love Judas 
and even wash his feet, and we’re called to love others just as Jesus has loved, then there’s no 
one that we should deem unworthy to love, as hard as it might be to give it. Before I go on, I 
don’t mean that we should continue to love in unhealthy relationships, or abusive relationships, 
but rather that when we see someone we should see someone created in God’s image and worthy 
of being love.  

 

So after Judas leaves Jesus talks about love, which is surprising in one sense – if we 
consider these are the last few moments for Jesus to tell His disciples how to carry on His 
ministry, but on the other hand Jesus’ ministry was all about love.  

Love is THE quintessential aspect of being Christian, of identifying one’s self as a disciple and 
friend of Jesus. This is not meant to be done in an armchair, like philosophy; someone can have 
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all the right theology but if they don’t have love, or demonstrate love, then what good is this 
theology if it is not lived out? Our beliefs and theology should inform our actions.  

Christianity and love is meant to be lived out, not simply thought about. It’s not enough to talk to 
the talk, we have to walk the walk, and do so with love.  

It is not by our theological correctness, not by our moral purity, not by our impressive knowledge 
that everyone will know that we are his disciples. It is quite simply by our loving acts -- acts of 
service and sacrifice, acts that point to the love of God for the world made known in Jesus 
Christ.1 

We are called to show love, which transcends barriers – not about “us” and “them” like it was in 
Acts.  

The early church was originally comprised of Jewish people – who were now people of the Way. 
After all Jesus had always been speaking among Jewish people at the synagogues, in public with 
regular people, and also in private like Nicodemus the Pharisee.  

Christianity was this growing sect within Judaism before it became its own religion. And while 
its members were still trying to form its identity, and what it meant to be Christian, they were 
also building up barriers between themselves and “the other”, Jewish and non-Jewish, “us” and 
“them” 

The Jewish leaders criticize Peter for eating with the Gentiles. And Peter begins to explain to 
them, “the Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us.” 

The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 

Peter didn’t act based on his own wants and desires, he went because the Spirit told him to. 
That’s important to remember. Listening to the Spirit, not to one’s own voice, or the voice of 
others. If Peter listened to himself, or to the Jewish leaders, the church would never have grown 
to include Gentiles. It is because of the Spirit prompting Peter that Gentiles became included.  

And while the Bible doesn’t explicitly state how Peter felt, there must have been some sense of 
love for these Gentiles, and even more for Jesus, that motivated him to share the Gospel with the 
men in Caesarea.  

Peter says, “as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

I wonder if Peter also remembered, maybe if only on a subconscious level, that encounter with 
Jesus on the beach. “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Feed my sheep. I think these words 
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were seared into Peter’s mind. Feed my sheep, Jewish and non-Jewish, male and female, black, 
white, yellow, brown, straight or gay, rich or poor, feed them all.  

 

Love breaks down barriers, and the Church is meant to demonstrate this love – better yet, we, as 
the church and members of it are meant to demonstrate this love, Christ’s selfless love to 
everyone.  

 

Racism, sexism, classism, heterosexism, and other biased behaviors and thinking are not godly; 
they are motivated by fear of the other and not by love of humanity.2 

Each of these –isms is created by humankind, as are distinctions and barriers. God did not 
create religion; humans did. God created the world and all things in it, however we as 
humankind have gone our own ways and started wars and genocide because of a lack of love, 
and a failure to recognize that we are all created in God’s image. And even though we went our 
own way, we thank God that He did not abandon us, but sent Himself into the world, not that the 
world might be condemned and divided into believers and nonbelievers, but that the world might 
be saved through Him. 

This past Friday was Earth Day. And our perception of the Earth, generally speaking, in 
Europe and North America is different than other parts in the world. We might think of the earth 
as our home but also something to provide us with things for our needs, as if we own it. We use 
the natural resources as a means for economic development without considering the other costs, 
and we aren’t affected by global warming as much as the global south. And some individuals use 
Revelation 21 for their own objective – there’s going to be a new earth anyway, so why protect 
the one we have now. Let’s speed up the process and upgrade our version.   

Like I mentioned earlier, our beliefs and theology should inform our actions, but faulty 
theology is a dangerous thing, like possibly looking at the new earth and neglecting the one we 
have now. And as I was reading a commentary on this passage from Revelation, I came across an 
insightful viewpoint.  

The End of Revelation is fascinating and perplexing in that most people’s expectations about the 
message of Revelation are not what they have always been taught. 

In Revelation 21, people do not go to heaven as most people have been taught but rather God 
comes down to earth to dwell with mortals -- “the new Jerusalem descends from heaven,” and 
God makes a home among mortals.3 
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Christians are not called to escape into this new world but rather to partner with God in ways that 
will allow God to be experienced in this world. You might wonder, like many before us, 
shouldn’t we be worried about saving souls and getting people into heaven? Yes to an extent. I 
think salvation is important to think about but I don’t believe in motivating people by fear. I 
don’t think we should tell others if you don’t accept Christ then you’re going to burn in hell 
forever. We are called to love, not to judge – we can leave the judging to God. I believe it is 
through a warmth of our Christian love that we can attract others to Christ, while pointing to Him 
in our lives.  

In other words, we aren’t called to abandon our current reality and look only to our future 
hope, but rather to continue in Christ’s ministry today. The million dollar question is how do we 
do that? Think about it and let me know. Call me or send me an e-mail.  

I think part of this answer is starting small. Two weeks ago I quoted Mother Teresa – Not 
all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love. And I think that’s how 
we continue in Christ’s ministry today.  

I think it’s doing small things with great love to everyone around us, not just our family members 
and friends, but those in our neighbourhoods and beyond, even our enemies or the ones that are 
just really hard to love.  

By love everyone will know that we are Christ’s disciples, if we have love for one 
another. Showing love to everyone breaks down the barriers put up by humanity, just like in 
Acts. And it is love that spurs us on to show Christ in the world until we go to be with Him.   

It is not by our theological correctness, not by our moral purity, not by our impressive 
knowledge that everyone will know that we are Christ’s disciples. It is by our loving acts, like 
these ones -- acts of service and sacrifice, acts that point to the love of God for the world made 
known in Jesus Christ.4 May God help us as we try to continue in His ministry in the world 
today, demonstrating His selfless love to everyone that we can. Amen.  
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