
April 10, 2016 
Easter 3 
Texts:          Acts 9:1-20;         Revelation 5:11-14;       John 21:1-
19          
Each one of today’s readings has a particular focus and they seem very 
unique from each other. One reading takes place during Jesus’ time, 
another after His ascension, and still another during widespread 
persecution. 
And each of the passages is about different people during different 
times, and I think it’s important to look at each one because they are 
special in their own right on their own. Rather than other weeks when 
we might look at a common theme in the lectionary readings and focus 
on one or two passages, we’ll try to cover all three even if it means not 
being as specific as we usually are. 
So this sermon won’t be as organized, or focused as I try to do with 
other sermons; and while this one might be a little bit more scattered I 
hope we can follow the train of thought and learn from each passage. 
We’ll go through the readings in the order that we read them. In the 
reading from Acts we get a closer look at how the Apostle Paul got his 
calling. 
• Previously known as Saul, a fierce persecutor of Christians, “still 

breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord” 
• Jesus appears to him on the road to Damascus, asking him “why do 

you persecute me?” 
• Such a profound experience that by the end of the passage he begins 

to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of 
God.” 

Call stories are important in the Bible. They are very unique and 
specific to the individual, no two are alike, and they are helpful in 
understanding a few things; such as where their authority comes from, 
how God has been revealed to them, and how they respond to this call. 
So this morning I want to share a bit of my call with you. 
• Persaud shared a bit about his life leading up to his call to ordained 

ministry 
• “born” Presbyterian, religious/spiritual family – regular church goers, 

nightly devotionals as a family 
• Strong belief in the priesthood of all believers – Christian believed 



that one did not need to be ordained in order to serve God, we all 
have different gifts and ministries 

• Started a Masters (history, theology) at Knox College, planning to do 
a PhD later to become a professor; switched to the route of 
ordination (Master of Divinity) just before graduating, and started 
taking pastoral courses 

• Didn’t have an experience like Paul, but still affirmed in my decision 
Began my career and now being a minister is part of my identity and 
my life. 
• Also other things that occupy my mind, personal interests (like the 

rest of us) 
It’s easy to forget about the BIG Picture 
• During Easter we remember that Christ has conquered death, but how 

often do we look at Revelation? 
• 1000s of 1000s (millions) of angels surrounding Jesus 
• Attended a funeral on Friday, and it was a reminder that our time on 

earth isn’t permanent 
◦ Obviously we need to take care of the day-to-day things, but we 

shouldn’t become focused solely on these things 
◦ Death reminds us that these things aren’t all that important, and 

Revelation reminds us too that there are much greater 
things to think about 

• What are we going to do with the time that we have? How do we 
answer the call in our lives? 

◦ Think about your specific calling – we are not all called to be 
preachers, some teachers, others apostles, whatever it 
is…cleaning the sanctuary, driving people to church 

• Mother Teresa – Not all of us can do great things. But we can do 
small things with great love 

• Do we know anything else about Ananias? It’s Paul who gets the 
spotlight and the attention in the New Testament, but Ananias is 
the one who goes to minister to Paul 

◦ Did Ananias have any idea what Paul’s potential was? Or what 
he would achieve in his lifetime? Probably not! Otherwise 
God wouldn’t have had to convince Ananias about going to 
see Saul. 

▪ “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring 



my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 
people of Israel” 

It’s important to remember that it’s not up to us who God calls to serve 
Him. This isn’t an excuse to just let anyone say they are called to a 
specific ministry and that’s the be all and end all. But we don’t control 
who God uses and who God calls. 
Because we often see in Scripture that God uses the unlikely women 
and men to do very important things. 
This brings me to the third reading. We mentioned last week that Peter 
didn’t always get the big picture, but he was the rock on which Jesus 
built His church. Here Peter gets a second chance with Jesus, and there 
are some parallels to the night before Jesus’ death and crucifixion. 
• Denied Jesus 3 x; Jesus asks Peter 3 x do you love me? 
• Another kind of call story; Jesus tells Peter what to do and to follow 

Him 
We all have different background and experiences. God has called each 
of us in some way, whether clearly or subtly, but we are all called to 
serve Him according to our abilities. It might not be something great 
that will gather attention, but it might be something very meaningful to 
someone else in God’s service. And always remember that God is 
capable of working through anybody, even the unlikeliest of people, 
including us. 
	


