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May 28th – Easter 7 (Ascension Sunday) 

Acts 1:1-11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1:1-11  

Luke 24:44-53 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24:44-53  

 

Can you believe it’s already the last week of May? Next we’ll be into June which marks 

the halfway point in the year, the sixth month. Maybe you feel the same as I do, but I can’t 

believe how quickly 2017 is going. Most of us have been waiting and waiting for winter to end, 

for warmer weather and all that spring brings, and we’ll quickly be approaching summer 

officially in a matter of a few weeks. And, in essence, the seasons of the church year have 

followed more or less the same pattern.  

We entered 2017 on the joy of Christmas, and Epiphany – considering how we continue 

to see Jesus in the world. And no sooner had we enjoyed this before Lent was upon us and a time 

of reflection and self-examination, getting into a right relationship with God. And after a month 

and a half of Lent we came to Easter and celebrated Jesus’ Resurrection and the hope and 

promise of new life – looking for and remembering new life. Today is the 7th and final Sunday of 

Easter before we begin a new season next week. Hopefully we know what special event is 

coming up next…it begins a ‘P’…it’s one of the few times the church is decorated in 

red…Pentecost! 

Today is Ascension Sunday, when we mark Jesus’ ascension to heaven, when He left 

earth. Next week is Pentecost, when we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit, moving women 

and men to carry on Christ’s ministry and typically what we refer to as the birth of the Church.  

The week between the Ascension and Pentecost, however, is a real watershed moment – 

it’s a turning point in the relationship between God and humanity. I don’t want to bore you with 

too much history or just information in general so let’s try to be a bit interactive and you can help 

me answer some questions.  

How did God reveal Himself to humanity prior to the birth of Jesus? Or, what are some of the 

really major events that demonstrate God’s interaction with humankind? 

- Abraham; - Moses, The Ten Commandments;  - the Prophets 

And all through this time, Jesus is revealing to His disciples and followers more and more about 

the nature of God – through teaching, healing, caring, dying, rising, sharing, providing. And then 

Jesus arrives, God in the flesh, God with us, demonstrating just how much God loves us, and 

how we’re to live our life, what are the values of the Kingdom of Heaven, how do we 

demonstrate justice, love, and kindness, even when we’re subjugated or oppressed by others. We 

can read all about these stories and examples in the Gospels, but by and large it is not about what 

the disciples are doing but about what God the Son is doing. And while Jesus is able to do many 

things it is not until He leaves that His followers are enabled to carry out His ministry with the 

coming the Advocate, the Holy Spirit which is promised. While God the Son could be in one 

place at one time, it was after Jesus ascended that God the Spirit came and could be in all places 

at all times.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1:1-11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24:44-53
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I don’t think I’ve told you something you don’t already know, but perhaps it’s helpful 

just to have this recap, this overview again. But let’s consider how some of the disciples might 

be feeling. The reading from Luke says they worshiped Jesus and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy. And they were continually in the temple blessing God, praising God. In Acts it says 

that they asked Jesus, “is this the time when you will restore the kingdom of Israel?” Jesus 

replies, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." And then 

Jesus begins to ascend when suddenly two men in white are there asking, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven? Jesus, who has been taken up will come again. 

It seems to me that even after all the teaching, the signs and miracles, the Crucifixion and 

the Resurrection – the disciples are still asking the wrong questions! Is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom of Israel? Is this the time? 

No this isn’t the time, it was never the time. It’s not about restoring Israel, but about 

restoring people. As I look at this passage, and you are free to disagree or research and come up 

with another interpretation, it’s not about the Kingdom of Israel it’s about the Kingdom of God. 

If Israel was God’s chosen people, selected to be a blessing to the world, this has now been 

transformed to the Church. This is no longer about a certain ethnic group, or a specific 

geographic area or nation state – instead this is about all ethnicities and peoples (Jews, 

Samaritans, people to the ends of the earth), all nations and countries.  

It’s not about the Jewish people blessing others but the Church being blessed in order to 

be a blessing to others. Jesus leaving the world did not signify the end of God’s interaction with 

the world. Jesus’ time on earth had a beginning, middle, and end, and when He had fulfilled His 

calling, He returned to heaven. And just as He promised He did not leave His followers 

abandoned or orphaned, which we’ll look at more closely next week. But the point is that the 

Church was expected, in fact designed or purposed, to carry on Christ’s mission and ministry.   

- … Jesus was sent into world, the Church is to be sent into the world. Jesus proclaimed the good 

news, the Church is to proclaim good news. Jesus broke down barriers, healed the sick, spoke out 

against injustice. Get the picture? The Church is to break down barriers, heal the sick, speak out 

against unjust practices. God wants us to be whole – body, mind, soul, and God was willing to be 

broken in order to make us whole. And as long as there is brokenness in the world there is a 

mission field for the Church.  

Does that make sense? My intention isn’t to make anyone feel guilty but I want us as 

members of the universal Church, as members of Christ’s body, to really think about how we 

share in its mission. Maybe we came to worship this morning hoping to learn more about God 

and what God is saying to us now. I think on this Ascension Sunday we are being called to 

consider the purpose of the Church. Is the Church supposed to be everything I just described 

above? And if it’s not, what is the Church supposed to be? If I’ve given a somewhat accurate 

picture, then we have to ask if the Church is living up to it, if our Parish is living up to it. This 

isn’t a question or challenge just for us, it’s for every parish, and church group, every 

denomination.  

In the past a lot of religious organizations or church groups were responsible for 

establishing hospitals or schools. Today we leave these tasks and issues to the government, but I 
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think there’s still a part for churches to play in wholeness. Maybe we can’t heal the sick but we 

can walk with those who are sick. We might not be the ones in charge of making decisions that 

are just or unjust, but we can vote, or sign petitions or protest to speak out against injustice. My 

point is that while many things can be done by others, and are in fact done by others, we the 

Church still have a role to play. But the question for us is what that role will be. I wouldn’t be 

surprised if someone was sick in this congregation and others helped by driving them to 

appointments or making meals for them. I’m sure we probably already do that as members of a 

loving community. But I wonder if we do it for those aren’t part of our faith community? It’s 

quite possible that the people you know already are part of a church, or have needs that are met, 

but I wonder what the needs are of our communities. Is there a part for us to play? Is there some 

way, no matter how small, that we can help make others whole?  

Let’s pretend that Jesus didn’t ascend but was going to be here this week. If Jesus was to 

walk through our villages and communities, would He have something to do? Would Jesus be 

teaching or healing anyone? Would Jesus be speaking out against something or offering hope to 

someone? What would Jesus see, and how would Jesus respond? 

Now let’s consider that Jesus has ascended and the Church is called to carry on His 

ministry. Do we have something to do? How can we respond? You see there’s always an 

invitation and an opportunity. There’s the invitation to join Christ’s church and be part of His 

ministry. There’s the invitation to see someone’s need and an opportunity to respond to it. We 

don’t have to do it. We aren’t forced to do anything. No one forces us to be here. But I think we 

do it, or at least hope we do it, out of love. When we offer our lives, or time, or money, to God 

we aren’t being forced to do it, we choose to respond to that opportunity, and to what degree, 

because of what God has done for us.  

Please, please, please take this week and think and tell me how you see our Parish 

continuing in Christ’s ministry today. Maybe you want to get together with others and have 

coffee and think about it. As we journey from Ascension to Pentecost, let’s contemplate what 

Jesus calls us to do and what the Holy Spirit enables us to do. May we be strengthened, 

encouraged, and empowered to do what God wants. His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Amen. 


