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June 18th – Pentecost +2 

Genesis 18:1-15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18:1-15  

Romans 5:1-8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-8&version=NRSV  

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35-10%3A8&version=NRSV  

 

Who was Abraham? If we look at different parts of scripture we can see that he used to 

go by the name of Abram until God gave him a new name, along with his wife Sarai who 

becomes known as Sarah. Abram was a son of Terah who worshipped idols, and God called 

Abram to leave his home, his relatives, and to go to a foreign place, where God will make his 

name great and make him a blessing. So Abram leaves with his wife who is unable to have 

children, and his nephew Lot, along with their belongings. Along the way they encounter a few 

difficulties, and Lot also decides to leave and strike out on his own. Abram must have been 

wondering somewhere along the way how this had anything to do with God’s plan. Wouldn’t I 

have been better off to stay home?  

Sensing Abram’s anxiety the word of the Lord comes to Abram in a vision and tells him 

not to be afraid, that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the sky. Abram is 

reassured, comforted, and believes these words. Still several years pass by. Sarai still has not 

given birth to any children, and Abram prematurely has a child by way of Hagar, their servant. 

Still God appears to them, and makes a covenant, Abraham and Sarah are given new names and 

promised the birth of their own child, as we see in today’s passage. Already quite advanced in 

age, Abraham and Sarah hear that at this time next year they will have a son…after decades of 

not being able to have children of their own, God tells them that now, when Abraham is almost 

100 years old, that he and Sarah are finally going to have a baby boy.  

How would you describe that story? Amazing? Fantastic? Belated? Insane? Sarah think 

it’s kind of crazy, and God asks, “Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” But lo and behold, 

Abraham and Sarah have a boy, Isaac, and just as God promised, Abraham becomes the father of 

a great many descendants. Abraham was blessed by God to be a blessing to others. One man, in a 

covenantal relationship with God to share God’s blessings on earth.  

Keep that thought in the back of your mind, because we’ll come back to it later. When we 

turn to our gospel reading we see Jesus going through all the cities and villages, teaching in 

synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. Not only that, but Jesus is also 

curing diseases and every sickness. And when Jesus sees the crowds, it says that he had 

compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  

What are sheep like without a shepherd? They’re lost, they’re susceptible to danger and 

harm, there’s no one to guide them or move them along to a certain place. But Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, is capable of fixing all of that.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18:1-15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35-10%3A8&version=NRSV
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And Jesus says to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” If we continue to 

learn the names of the Twelve Apostles, and their mission, to proclaim the good news, that the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.  

But the starting point for their mission their task, I believe, is compassion. When Jesus 

saw the crowds He was moved with compassion for them, something deep within Him felt 

unsettled. He wasn’t just fine to see them and continue on His way to the next town or village. 

Jesus was moved because they seemed like sheep without a shepherd. It doesn’t say whether 

Jesus wanted to make them His own sheep, or become their shepherd; the text says that Jesus is 

compassionate because He notices how helpless and lost they seem. So Jesus says to His 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.”  

The Apostle Paul wrote, “since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” We have peace with God, because of Jesus. God loves us so much in that 

while we were still sinning Christ died for us! God loves you so much that even though you 

continue to make mistakes God has compassion for you and through Christ has given us peace. 

No matter how bad you’ve been in the past, no matter how bad you still are God says I accept 

you and love you and want you to know that. That’s true love! That’s real love! God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

I don’t think there are a lot of people who really understand that message of the good 

news, that we have peace with God through Christ, that God loves us and has given us the Holy 

Spirit. I think that’s something worth celebrating, something worth sharing. Do you?  

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest.” When Jesus looked out at the crowds He had compassion for 

them – not because He wanted to make them go to the synagogue, but because they were like 

sheep without a shepherd.  

It’s easy to get discouraged when we hear or see that many churches are in decline or 

closing. It’s easy to get discouraged when we see people who seem lost and helpless, even 

hopeless, like sheep without a shepherd. But I want to remind you of two things. First, we’re not 

called to save the world because God has already done that; and second, God is capable of doing 

wondrous things.  

Remember earlier, when talking about Abraham, we said one person, in a covenantal 

relationship with God was tasked with sharing God’s blessings on earth. Now think about that 

for a moment. Just one person living faithfully according to God, who in turn experiences God’s 

blessings and shares God’s blessings with the world. In one sense this phrase could describe very 

few people – like Jesus Christ – or it could describe a great many people, like you and me. One 

person, with God, using their gifts and sharing it with others. One person blessed with God-given 

abilities using them and blessing others. That’s you, that’s me. One person volunteering at the 

nursing home, with the schools, children with special needs, Girl Guides, the Rec Centre, city 

council, the Legion, anywhere, everywhere, being blessed to be a blessing to others.  
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God didn’t call the whole world to go to church, but God calls the church to go to the 

whole world. We aren’t called to save the world, that’s God work, but we are called to go into 

the world, to share God’s love with others, to make it known in word and deed.  

Maybe ministry starts with compassion, recognizing a world in need, a community in 

need, hopeless and helpless. Or maybe for some of us it starts with excitement and just wanting 

to share something really great in our lives. No matter what you’ve been in the past, even if 

you’re still sinning God says I accept you and love you and want you to know that. Wherever we 

choose to start we acknowledge that God is capable of doing wondrous things. “Is anything too 

difficult for the Lord?” Just as God kept His promise to Abraham in his advanced age, God 

continues to keep His promises today. And if we’re faithful to our callings, to use our gifts, to 

share with others, I promise you that we will see incredible things too. Amen.  


