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June 11th – Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:1-2:4  

2 Corinthians 13:5-13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Corinthians+13:5-13  

Matthew 28:16-20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:16-20  

 

The first passage we read this morning looked at the famous creation account. “In the 

beginning…” and it continues, describing what God is doing day by day by day. God separates 

the light from the darkness, creates the sky, gathers the water in one place in order that the land 

might appear, and so forth, culminating in the creation of humankind on the sixth day. 

The Genesis creation account is a familiar story to us. We’ve heard it many times, and 

I’m not going to talk about whether this story is meant to be taken literally or metaphorically, 

what the length of each day was, or if evolutionary theories have discredited the Judeo-Christian 

view. Instead, I want to look at what God did in this passage, and what these actions symbolize. 

Verse 2 says the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep. One could 

say this paints a picture of chaos – not in the sense that everything is going crazy, or that there is 

mass confusion; but chaos in the sense that there is disorder, there is a lack of organization in this 

formless void and darkness. And out of this chaos God intervenes, and creates order from 

disorder. God, the Creator, commands light to come into being. In a demonstration of God’s 

power, mastery, and wisdom, God creates light….simply by speaking it into being. Let there be 

light and there is light. God is doing something each day logically, and in order, creating peace 

from the chaos, order from disorder. Things do not happen haphazardly, randomly, or by chance, 

but rather by reason, systematic and planned. And repeatedly along the way God looks back at 

His Creation and reflects on it or assesses it.  

God saw that the light was good. 

God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together He called Seas. 

And God saw that it was good. God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 

moves, and God saw that it was good. There is an exception though, and it is humankind. After 

creating humankind and commissioning them to be fruitful and multiply, to be good stewards, 

God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. Not good, not pretty good, 

but VERY good. The world which was once chaotic is now in harmony, and peaceful.  

Fast-forward a few millenia and it is a much different picture in the booming town of 

Corinth, a crossroads for trade, both by land and by sea. In addition to being a great commercial 

center, Corinth has a diverse population, made up of Greeks and Romans, Phoenicians, and Jews; 

there are people from all sorts of background including ex-soldiers, philosophers, merchants, 

sailors, slaves, trades-people, and any kind of vice you can imagine … including the temple of 

Aphrodite, the goddess of love, which was nearby including 1,000 cult service women who sold 

themselves in the name of religion. So you can get a sense of Corinth, a new boom town without 

an old aristocracy, or longstanding traditions but many rich individuals.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:1-2:4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2Corinthians+13:5-13
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28:16-20
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And as is the case with many churches, the faith community in Corinth had some 

problems. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians mentions conflicts such as immorality in the 

church, taking fellow believers to court, the rich getting drunk at communion while the poor do 

not have bread to eat. You could say that the scene in Corinth is a bit chaotic. And you can guess 

what the role of Paul is – the peacemaker. To provide some stability in the midst of chaos, and to 

provide order where there is disorder. Paul advises the Corinthians in his second letter to 

examine themselves to see whether they are living in faith. He says put things in order, I’m 

begging you, agree with one another, live in peace. Live in peace…and the God of LOVE and 

PEACE will be with you.  

When I looked at the responses from last month’s intergenerational service, dreaming 

God’s dream, when we put our dreams for the world in the balloons, I noticed how many wrote 

down dreams for more love in the world and peace.  

I wonder if there’s anything in Paul’s writing that could help us get there.  

Paul calls the Corinthians to action: “examine yourselves to see whether you are living in faith.” 

Test yourselves to see if Jesus, the Prince of Peace, is really living in you. He says put things in 

order, agree with one another, live in peace. Peace isn’t easy work. It takes patience, it takes 

time, it takes effort. But love and peace is what we are called to practice.  

 

In another part of 2 Corinthians, 5:18-20, Paul writes: 

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry 

of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” 

We are called to be peacemakers in today’s world. This might seem like an impossible task, and 

in a sense it is if we’re not mindful of what we’re doing or who we are doing it with. Let me 

explain what I mean. Our third reading included the Commissioning of the Disciples. 

Before Jesus leaves earth He is with the eleven disciples and says to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

We tend to focus on the commission itself, and can overlook the promise at the end – “And I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.”1  

There is a peace in knowing that Jesus is with us, always. Our only hope of fulfilling the 

great commission – in sharing the good news of God’s grace in Christ with the world through 

word and deed and welcoming all into fellowship through Baptism – all of this can only be done 

by keeping in mind Christ’s promise: He will be with us…Christ is with us. Right now, right 

here. With whatever struggles we are experiencing – at home, at work, at our congregations or in 

the world. Christ is with us. Encouraging us, comforting us, working with us, and guiding us. 

                                                           
1 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/06/trinity-sunday-a-the-great-promise/ 
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Jesus gives us the grace and courage we need to be God’s people in the world today.2 Do you 

believe that?  

Last week we celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, when Jesus had left. 

Jesus promised that He would be with us and He is, through the Holy Spirit. And if we truly 

believe this, we should be encouraged and motived that God is with us.  

The Bible helps us, guides us to this reality. In the beginning we learn about God as 

creator, forming peace and order out of chaos and disorder. God who created us and loves us, 

even coming into the world to show us just how much. And when Jesus completed what He had 

to do, God still worked through people – like Paul, to encourage others so that they might know 

peace and love in their lives, even as difficult as their lives might be, even in a society as 

challenging as Corinth. All of this peace and love happened, and continues to happen, through 

the work of the Holy Spirit, who moves in women and men to continue in God’s dream of 

wholeness for people, of peace and reconciliation, or bringing others into a right relationship, of 

harmony.  

Why I’m talking about this is because at the heart of the Trinity is peace and love. Our 

passages each point to some each member of the Trinity in some way – as Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer after Christ has gone. And even if we aren’t all that clear on what the Holy Trinity 

means or does, there is the belief that our Triune God is inherently communal and loving. One 

God in three persons whose shared, sacrificial love overflows into the whole world and all its 

people and creatures. And, ultimately, we as the church are called to do this in a similar way. To 

be communal and loving, respecting, and caring for each other in a way that spills out into our 

neighborhoods and communities in tangible, helpful, and attractive ways.3 

Each member of the Trinity does something different but they all work together. All play a part 

in peace and love, but they don’t do the same thing as each other. The Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, work together: creating, redeeming, sustaining, in ways that we cannot always 

understand. While Trinity Sunday might seem like another day on the church calendar, it is an 

occasion to think about relationships, and connectedness. How each part of the Trinity is related 

and how each works for peace and love.  

We’re also invited to think about our relationships and our connectedness. How are we 

working for peace and love? While it may or may not seem chaotic around us, there are many 

places and many people without peace or a real sense of love. I encourage us to think about what 

we can do individually, and collectively, to create more peace and love in the world around us, in 

our communities, or in our neighbours hurting around us.  

As we continue from Pentecost let us take the time to reflect. Just as God looked back at 

the days of creation and declared that it was good, or very good, let us pray for the Spirit’s 

guidance so that we can stop and reflect, and hopefully say that our efforts were very good as 

well. Amen.  

                                                           
2 http://www.davidlose.net/2017/06/trinity-sunday-a-the-great-promise/  
3  http://www.davidlose.net/2017/06/trinity-sunday-a-the-great-promise/ 


